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for string of area robberies
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Tribal member sentenced for 
string of  hotel, business robberies 

ASHEVILLE - U.S. District 
Judge Martin Reidinger 
sentenced Stephen Russell 

Dean McCoy, 27, an EBCI tribal 
member of  Cherokee, on Thursday, 
Jan. 25 to 108 months in prison 
on federal charges stemming from 
a string of  robberies of  hotels and 
businesses across three counties, 
announced R. Andrew Murray, U.S. 
Attorney for the Western District of  
North Carolina. 
       McCoy was also ordered to serve 
three years under court supervision 
after he is released from prison and 
to pay $4,189 as restitution.
       McCoy previously pleaded 
guilty to one count of  robbery 
within Indian Country, one count 
of  assault with a dangerous weap-
on, and two counts of  Hobbs Act 
robbery. Co-defendant David James 
Littlejohn, an EBCI tribal member, 
was also sentenced on Thursday, 
Jan. 25 to 70 months in prison, 
followed by three years of  super-
vised release, and was ordered to 
pay $1,090 as restitution. Little-
john pleaded guilty to one count of  
Hobbs Act robbery. 

       Both defendants are currently 
in federal custody and will be trans-
ferred into custody of  the federal 
Bureau of  Prisons upon designa-
tion of  a federal facility. All federal 
sentences are served without the 
possibility of  parole. 
       According to filed court doc-
uments and court proceedings, 
between Nov. 20, 2015, and Feb. 
10, 2016, McCoy robbed six hotels 
and businesses in Cherokee, Swain, 
and Jackson counties. According 
to court records, on Nov. 20, 2015, 
at approximately 3:40am, McCoy 
brandished a knife to an employee 
of  the Quality Inn located in Swain 
County, in Indian Country. McCoy 
demanded money, and obtained 
approximately $150 from the desk 
drawer and $30 from the employ-
ee’s wallet. Court records show that 
McCoy also told the employee, “I’ve 
hit all these hotels.” Twenty min-
utes later, at approximately 4am, 
McCoy entered the Baymont Inn, 
also in Swain County, in Indian 
Country. He again brandished a 
knife and demanded money from 
a hotel employee, who gave McCoy 

approximately $140 in cash. 
       On Jan. 26, 2016, at approx-
imately 10:40pm, McCoy bran-
dished a knife and demanded 
money from a clerk at the Fairfield 
Inn and Suites located in Jackson 
County, in Indian Country. When 
the hotel employee attempted to 
call 911, McCoy grabbed her, threw 
her in a corner, and cut her hand 
with the knife causing the employ-
ee to sustain injuries. McCoy fled 
with $225 in cash. 
       Then, on Jan. 30, 2016, at 
approximately 9:45pm, McCoy 
brandished a knife and demanded 
money from an employee at Ric’s 
Smoke Shop in Jackson County, 
in Indian country. McCoy told the 
victim to open the cash drawer, 
and ordered the victim to lay down 
on the floor. He left the store with 
$1,724 in cash and a Gatorade 
drink. 
       According to court records, 
on Feb. 9, 2016, at approximately 
11:10am, McCoy entered a Dollar 
General Store in Whitter, in Jack-
son County. Court records show 
that McCoy approached the register 
with three food items and asked the 
store clerk about telephone 
cards. Then, McCoy pulled out a 
knife and demanded money from 
the clerk. McCoy fled the store with 
$442.38 in cash. 
       A day later, on Feb. 10, 2016, 
at approximately 3:26am, McCoy 
and his co-defendant, David James 
Littlejohn, entered a Microtel Inn 
located in Bryson City. A guest of  
the hotel, identified as “R.E.” was 
in the lobby. McCoy jumped behind 
the counter and ordered R.E. to 

come behind the counter as well. 
R.E refused. McCoy jumped on 
the counter, pulled a large fixed 
knife and went towards R.E., with 
Littlejohn following behind him. 
McCoy, holding the knife, asked 
R.E. multiple times where the 
woman was that worked the hotel 
desk. McCoy pointed the knife at 
R.E. and told R.E. to get on the 
ground. R.E. laid down on the floor, 
and McCoy told Littlejohn to get 
everything from R.E.’s pockets and 
said if  R.E. moved then cut him. 
Littlejohn took R.E.’s wallet, $45 in 
cash and other items while McCoy 
went behind the front desk. A store 
employee heard the commotion, 
walked into the lobby and saw R.E. 
on the floor. Littlejohn grabbed 
the employee and forced her to the 
floor, then took from her the key 
for the cash drawer and gave it to 
McCoy. McCoy opened the drawer 
and took $200. After ripping all the 
phones out of  the wall, both McCoy 
and Littlejohn ran out of  the front 
door. 
       In making Thursday’s an-
nouncement, U.S. Attorney Mur-
ray thanked the Cherokee Indian 
Police Department, the Bryson City 
Police Department, and the Jack-
son County Sheriff’s Office for their 
investigation of  the case.  Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Chris Hess, of  the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in Charlotte, and 
Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Jus-
tin Eason of  the Office of  the Tribal 
Prosecutor for the Eastern Band of  
Cherokee Indians prosecuted the 
case.

- Department of  Justice 
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LYNNE HARLAN/EBCI Public Relations 

AGREEMENT: Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed (seated left) and Mars Hill Universi-
ty President Dan Lunsford (seated right) sign documents on Wednesday, Jan. 24 to 
renew an ongoing cooperative relationship between the Tribe and the university.  Ac-
cording to the university, the agreement, originally signed in February 2011, states 
that the Tribe will take an active role in continuing to provide advice and consultation 
for various historic events and presentations at the university.  It also calls for a coop-
erative effort to provide comprehensive scholarship funds for all EBCI tribal members 
who choose to attend the university.  Several EBCI students at Mars Hill are shown 
standing (left-right) – Amy West, Dre Crowe, and Nancy Stump.

ROBERT JUMPER/One Feather photos

STRATEGY: John Weiser, a partner in BWB Solutions, facilitated a “Community 
Meeting on Economic Development Projects” on Tuesday, Jan. 23 at the Community 
Room of the Ginger Lynn Welch Complex. This meeting was initiated by the EBCI 
Commerce Office as part of fact and public comment gathering with the goal of 
redeveloping a 5-year Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) for 
EBCI. Over 40 business people and community members attended.

ROBERT JUMPER/One Feather 

MYSTERIOUS: Brett Briggs, Sequoyah Distinguished Professor of Cherokee Studies 
at WCU, shared his insight on local traditions, scientific study, and history of the Ju-
daculla Rock. He presented at the Museum of the Cherokee Indian’s Education Wing 
meeting room on Tuesday, Jan. 23 to several students and community members. The 
discussion titled “Interrogating Judaculla” included a detailed review of the rock’s 
petroglyphs, examination of some of the myths and legends about the rock, and 
research findings regarding it with ties to Cherokee history and culture. 
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Principal Chief ’s report for January 2018
RICHARD G. SNEED 
PRINCIPAL CHIEF 

Work on our legislative 
agenda continues. This 
month, I have submit-

ted a resolution for approval and 
support from Tribal Council. Sev-
eral issues are included on a single 
resolution concerning the upcom-
ing legislative session in the North 
Carolina General Assembly. The 
Tribe will request an  exemption for 
EBCI members from state hunting 
and fishing license fees; a change 
in qualifications for a NC teacher’s 
certification for Cherokee language 
teachers at the Kituwah Academy; 
EBCI Tribal specialty license plates 
which would be issued by the state 

of  North Carolina and available 
only to EBCI enrolled members;  a 
request to rename Highway 74 as 
the Trail of  Tears Memorial High-
way; an opposition to the general 
legalization of  sweepstakes betting 
in North Carolina; an awareness of  
the general legalization of  fantasy 
sports betting in North Caroli-
na; and a request for the state to 
protect EBCI member access to 
and benefits from the N.C. Medic-
aid program. Each of  these issues 
directly affects tribal members and 
I believe Tribal Council will agree. 
Our efforts in the General Assembly 
will require a significant amount of  
attention during the short session. 
The Tribe has worked for many 
years to improve our relationship 

with state leadership and that work 
must continue.
       The Tribe has been limited 
in accessing the N.C. Medicaid 
Program. This limitation impacts 
on our ability to realize health care 
revenue and to access Medicaid 
information for our tribal mem-
bers. This request would provide 
our health care entities with access 
to Medicaid information which can 
bring unrealized revenue to these 
vital programs.
       Another item on the Tribal 
Council agenda is a resolution 
establishing the question for the 
upcoming referendum concerning 
alcohol sales outside the casino 
property. The Tribal Alcohol Bev-
erage Control board has granted 
permits to businesses which fall 
within the area covered by the Blue 
Ridge Law. This resolution will 
fulfill the requirements of  a previ-
ously passed resolution authorizing 
a referendum. If  the referendum is 
passed, there would be a tremen-
dous amount of  work to develop 
regulations for its implementation. 
       The Tribe is also requesting the 
renaming of  Highway 74 to the 
Trail of  Tears Memorial Highway. 
The Highway is currently titled 
Andrew Jackson Highway and runs 
the length of  the state. I feel this 
is an insult to our people. I believe 
members of  the General Assembly 
would be grateful to hear and un-
derstand our concerns. 

       The other issue under con-
sideration by the General Assem-
bly involves a couple of  gaming 
measures. We must work to ensure 
that our gaming issues are under-
stood and that our perspectives are 
heard. The expansion of  gaming in 
North Carolina is an issue that all 
state residents should be aware of  
and we must educate the commu-
nities which benefit from our two 
gaming operations about the po-
tential effects the passage of  these 
two measures might have on our 
businesses.
Our ability to hire Cherokee lan-
guage teachers has been challeng-
ing. We are requesting the State 
consider the North Carolina Teach-
er’s certification qualifications 
regarding our Kituwah Academy. 
The North Carolina legislature has 
worked to enhance language pro-
grams in Cherokee and at other in-
stitutions. This change would allow 
more Cherokee language speakers 
to join our educational system.
There are many challenges facing 
our Tribe, and I am committed to 
working with the North Carolina 
General Assembly and the U.S. 
Congress to bring those issues to 
light and to seek some resolution 
to those challenges. I am grateful 
that the EBCI Tribal Council is also 
committed to working together in 
meeting with state and national 
leaders.

Cherokee Urgent Care Center 
75 Painttown Road 

554-5550
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Chief  Sneed speaks to North Carolina Association of  Chiefs of  Police

Principal Chief  Richard G. 
Sneed spoke to the annual 
meeting of  the North Caro-

lina Association of  Chiefs of  Police 
(NCACP) held at Harrah’s Cher-
okee Casino Resort on Tuesday, 
Jan. 23. The presentation was well 
received, a topic of  conversation 
among conference participants the 
following day, and Chief  Sneed was 
notified that one Police Department 
was using some of  this speech in 
the departmental oath. The entire 
speech will also appear in the Post 
Conference Edition of  the North 
Carolina Police Chief  magazine.  
The NCACP have held their annual 
conference at Harrah’s Cherokee 
for several years.
       Following is Chief  Sneed’s 
speech he delivered to the confer-
ence: 
       On behalf  of  the Eastern Band 
of  Cherokee Indians, I want to 
say welcome to all of  the men and 
women of  law-enforcement and 
corrections from across the state 
of  North Carolina. It is indeed an 
honor to stand before so many men 
and women of  service and to again 
extend a hand of  welcome to our 
sacred homeland. 
       As I had spent a great deal of  
time thinking about what I would 
say this evening, I was taken back 
to my years of  service in the United 
States Marine Corps.  I thought a 
great deal about the oath that I had 
sworn to defend the Constitution 
with my very life. An oath to defend 
the Constitution of  the United 
States against all enemies both 
foreign and domestic.  It is an oath 
that I believed in then and I believe 
even more in now. 
       While I was willing to defend 
the Constitution with my very 

life at the tender and very naive 
age of  18, I have an even greater 
conviction now in the position as 
Principal Chief. Once again, I have 
sworn an oath to defend the rights 
of  those whom I now represent.  It 
is this oath that we hold in com-
mon. An oath to defend the rights 
of  those who we do not know, who 
often times do not respect us, and 
sometimes even despise us. But it is 
we who serve who understand the 
bigger picture and the greater good. 
We understand that if  we know-
ingly allow one human beings 
rights to be violated, that we have 
allowed the crack in the dam that 
could potentially one day open the 
floodgates to absolute tyranny.  I’m 
reminded of  the quote from Martin 
Niemöller (1892–1984) who was 
a prominent Protestant pastor who 
emerged as an outspoken public foe 
of  Adolf  Hitler and spent the last 
seven years of  Nazi rule in concen-
tration camps. 
       Niemöller is perhaps best 
remembered for the quote, “First 
they came for the Socialists, and 
I did not speak out because I was 
not a Socialist. Then they came 
for the Trade Unionists, and I did 
not speak out because I was not a 
Trade Unionist. Then they came for 
the Jews, and I did not speak out 
because I was not a Jew. Then they 
came for me and there was no one 
left to speak for me.” 
       But, it is we who serve who 
understand the bigger picture and 
the greater good. 
       We understand that every hu-
man being has value because they 
are created in the image of  God. 
And we therefore place ourselves 
in harm’s way and stand in the gap 
for the defenseless and for the weak 

and for those who do not have a 
voice.  But it is at this point our 
oaths of  office part ways dramat-
ically. It is true that we are public 
servants serving our fellow man 
and our communities. I do so at the 
risk of  people possibly saying mean 
and hurtful things about me, and 
they do! 
       Law officers do so at the risk 
of  their very life, each and every 
time they suit up and answer the 
call of  duty. It is because of  your 
unyielding commitment to protect 
and serve that law enforcement 
and corrections officers are worthy 
of  our highest respect and greatest 
honor.
       You choose each and every day 
to stand in defense of  the law and 
the rights of  those who may never 
know your name, who may never 
respect you and who may even bear 
hatred towards you, and yet you 
choose to protect and serve and 
defend.
       It is the law officer who rec-
ognizes that the office held and 
the badge of  honor that he stands 
behind is one of  authority. Not the 
authority nor the strength of  an 
individual, but the Power and the 
righteousness of  the rule of  law. A 
law that is greater than the voice of  
the individual, and yet protects and 
defends the individual. A law that 
is greater than the strength of  any 
individual and yet will bring its full 
force to bear against anyone who 
seeks to harm another individual.  
       It is the law officer who lives a 
life of  continual sacrifice. Weekends 
and holidays are part of  the regular 
work schedule. Missing family 
events, kids sporting events and 
dinner with the family are all part 
and parcel for the men and women 

who bear the title of  officer. It is the 
law officer who is the daily witness 
to the destruction of  a generation 
ravaged by pills and heroin. The 
one who must break the news to 
parents that their child isn’t com-
ing home because of  an overdose. 
It is the law officer who is first on 
the scene when there is tragedy and 
death on the highway. Who holds 
the hand and prays with an injured 
motorist barely clinging to life 
on the roadside. And it is the law 
officer whose daily interactions are 
most often with their fellow man 
when he or she is at their lowest 
and behaving at their worst.  And 
even then, the officer maintains his 
professionalism and bearing. 
       It is indeed a tremendous 
responsibility that you bear. One 
that you may not receive so great 
a reward or recognition in this 
life for, but instead you continue 
to strive with great anticipation, 
for an eternal reward that will not 
perish, but will stand the test of  the 
refiner’s fire. 
       You are the officers and the 
agents of  so great a law. You bear 
this responsibility with great 
respect and humility. It is because 
each of  you has chosen to place 
yourself  in harm’s way on a daily 
basis and to protect and serve the 
rest of  us mere mortals that I salute 
you this evening and offer with the 
greatest of  my own humility, my 
thanks and gratitude on behalf  
of  the Eastern Band of  Cherokee 
Indians and the citizens of  the state 
of  North Carolina. God bless you 
and your families and thank you for 
your service. I salute you one and 
all. 

- EBCI Public Relations
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Three plead in state court to robbing tribal elder

Mitchum Scott Turpin, Tilm-
on Gene Fortner, and Kasey 

Lynn Keffer, all of  Sylva, have 
pleaded guilty in federal court in 
Asheville to one count each of  Rob-
bery before the Honorable Dennis J. 
Howell. The maximum punishment 
faced by each defendant is 15 years’ 
imprisonment. 
       Lead Tribal Prosecutor and Spe-
cial Assistant United States Attor-
ney Justin Eason said, “In this case, 
all of  the defendants had lengthy 

criminal histories in both state and 
federal court. These non-enrolled 
criminals came onto the Boundary 
and robbed a tribal elder. We are 
confident that the lengthy feder-
al sentences that each of  these 
defendants will receive should serve 
as a warning to anyone who would 
attempt to come onto the Boundary 
and try to victimize tribal mem-
bers.”
       He added, “The federal courts 
provide an unparalleled forum for 

the administration of  justice, and it 
is the obligation of  the Prosecutor’s 
Office to combat such offenses with 
every tool available to us in order to 
protect the Tribe and its members. 
The Special Assistant United States 
Attorney status agreement allows 
for serious cases such as this to 
receive prioritization and attention 
from start to finish. In this case, we 
were able to secure convictions less 
than three months after the date 
of  offense. I would especially like to 

recognize the diligence and profes-
sionalism displayed by our Tribal 
Police in the investigation of  this 
case, and to thank Det. Sgt. Daniel 
Iadonisi for his efforts in seeing this 
case through. His swift and thor-
ough investigation provided every-
thing necessary to secure justice for 
our victim and our Tribe.”
       Sentencing for the defendants 
shall be set at a date to be deter-
mined. 
- EBCI Office of  the Tribal Prosecutor 
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News from the Nations 

Cherokee playwright receives 
Artist Award 
       WASHINGTON - Mary Kath-
ryn Nagle, a Cherokee Nation 
citizen, has received a $50,000 
United States Artist Award.  Nagle’s 
play “Sovereign” opened in Wash-
ington, D.C. on Wednesday, Jan. 24 
and is inspired by her own family 
history.  The writer of  another pop-
ular play, “Sliver of  a Full Moon”, 
Nagle is a partner in Pipestem Law 
in Tulsa.  “My work as a lawyer and 
as a playwright are very inter-
twined,” she told the Tulsa World.  
“A good lawyer is a good storyteller.  
And our laws, whether they be laws 
of  the United States or the Chero-
kee Nation, are based on stories we 
tell ourselves.” Her new play, “Sov-
ereign” deals partly with the Treaty 
of  New Echota of  1835, and she is 
a direct descendant of  two signees 
of  that treaty – Major Ridge and 
John Ridge.  “This story is in my 
blood, but at the same time, I had 
to be authentic.  I grew up hearing 
my grandma villainize John Ross, 
but in writing this play, I really 
had to examine my own biases and 
emotions and write about him as 
truthfully as possible,” she further 
told the Tulsa World.  

Sitka Tribe to collaborate with 
neighboring national park 
       SITKA NATIONAL HISTOR-
ICAL PARK, Alaska – The Sitka 
Tribe of  Alaska is working with the 
National Park Service on negotia-
tions for collaborations between the 
two at the Sitka National Historical 
Park.  KTOO reported that some 
programs at the park, such as his-
torical interpretations, may be un-
der management of  the tribe if  the 
collaboration is approved.  Neither 
entities have spelled out specifics.  

Agua Caliente Band looking 
at third casino 
       CATHEDRAL CITY, Calif. – 
The Agua Caliente Band of  Califor-
nia has started the process to build 
an off-reservation casino, its third 
gaming facility, in Cathedral City, 
Calif.  A land-into-trust application 
has been filed by the tribe for the 
13-acre site which is contiguous 
to their reservation.  “…in total, 
we’re going to have a 125,000 
square foot facility a stone’s throw 
from downtown,” Stone James, 
Cathedral City director of  econom-
ic development, told KMIR-NBC.  
“There is so much going on in 
downtown right now, the casino 
is going to be, in my opinion, in 
our opinion, another invaluable 
catalyst.”  It was reported that 
the planned casino would occu-
py 65,000 square feet of  space 
with another 60,000 square feet 
dedicated to retail space.  The BIA 
is currently taking comments on 
the land-into-trust application until 
Jan. 29.  

Woman sentenced for 
embezzling from Skagway 
Traditional Council 
       SKAGWAY, Alaska - Delia 
Commander, of  Oregon, pleaded 
guilty to embezzling $300,000 
from the Skagway Traditional 
Council.  She was sentenced to 18 
months in prison and $297,731 
in restitution during a hearing 
on Wednesday, Jan. 24 according 
to a report from KHNS – Haines.  
“The defendant plead guilty to 
embezzling $300,000, which is 
the equivalent of  two full years of  
operating budget,” Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Aunnie Steward told 
KHNS.  According to the report, 
Commander served as Skagway 
tribal administrator from 2008-14 

and had many fiscal responsibilities 
including managing grants and 
contracts.  She resigned three years 
ago when the Council asked for 
documentation on various finan-
cial issues.  

Native American Indian Lobby 
Day held at Wash. state capitol 
       OLYMPIA, Wash.  – Over 100 
activists from various Washington 
tribes gathered for the 8th Annual 
Native American Indian Lobby 
Day at the state legislative building 
in Olympia on Tuesday, Jan. 23.  
Elizabeth Satiacum, co-creator the 
event and a member of  the Puyal-
lup Tribe of  Washington, told the 
Peninsula Daily News, “We started 
the lobby day because there was 
no representation at the Capitol 
for us.”  It was reported there are 
currently 32 different bills in the 
Washington legislature dealing 
with tribal issues from salmon 
to child welfare to missing and 
murdered Indigenous women.  
Washington State Sen. Sam Hunt 
(D-Olympia) was quoted by the 
Daily News as telling the crowd, 
“You can control and change and 

determine what happens in this 
building.  But, only if  you vote.”  

Tribal Supreme Court Project 
receives $600K grant 
       WASHINGTON – The Tribal 
Supreme Court Project has been 
awarded a $600,000 grant from 
the San Manuel Band of  Mission 
Indians (Calif.).  Indianz.com 
reports that the funds will help 
the Native American Rights Fund 
(NARF) and the National Congress 
of  American Indians “monitor, 
coordinate, and advocate for tribal 
interests before the highest court in 
the land” over a three-year peri-
od.   NARF Senior Attorney Joel 
Williams (Cherokee Nation), told 
INdianz.com, “The Tribal Supreme 
Court Project is based on the prin-
ciple that effective tribal advocacy 
before the Supreme Court must be 
built on a coordinated and struc-
tured approach.  NARF is honored 
to coordinate efforts and provide 
case review and analysis that has 
the potential for wide-reaching 
impacts in Indian Country.”  

- One Feather staff report

Three plead in state court to robbing tribal elder
recognize the diligence and profes-
sionalism displayed by our Tribal 
Police in the investigation of  this 
case, and to thank Det. Sgt. Daniel 
Iadonisi for his efforts in seeing this 
case through. His swift and thor-
ough investigation provided every-
thing necessary to secure justice for 
our victim and our Tribe.”
       Sentencing for the defendants 
shall be set at a date to be deter-
mined. 
- EBCI Office of  the Tribal Prosecutor 
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SPORTS
BASKETBALL 

Braves top Yellowjackets, Black 
Knights, and Tigers in big week 
SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

The Cherokee Braves improved to 11-3 
on the season and remain unbeaten 
in the Big Smoky Mountain Confer-

ence with important wins over Hayesville, 
Robbinsville, and Rosman in a big week.  
       “Some of  the guys that we need to kind 
of  pick it up are starting to play better,” Aar-
on Hogner, Braves head coach, said follow-
ing their win over Rosman on Friday, Jan. 26 

in the Charles George Memorial Arena.  “It 
was a 20-point game for most of  the second 
half, but it felt a lot closer because we were 
still flat and our shots weren’t falling.  But, 
we pulled it out for the win and our defense 
picked up and that had a lot to do with our 
win tonight.”  
       Coach Hogner said his team is starting 
to come together.  “We had a good halftime 
as far as some guys really taking over and 
being a little more vocal, and whenever you 
have guys that are starting to become vocal 
and positive with each other, that’s a good 
thing for us.  They know we didn’t play too 
well tonight, but we got the win.  We’re still 
growing, and we haven’t reached our peak 
yet.” 
       The Braves started out the week with a 
76-45 win over Hayesville on Monday, Jan. 
22.  Justus Day led Cherokee with 23 points 
followed by Holden Straughan with 14 and 
Tye Mintz with 11.  Mintz led with 10 re-
bounds followed by Day 8 and Straughan 6.  
       Cherokee trailed 20-19 at the end of  the 
first quarter, but quickly turned it around 
in the second outscoring the Yellowjackets 
17-10 to lead by six 36-30 at the half.  The 
second half  was all Braves though as they 
outscored Hayesville 40-15 to take the big 
win.  
       Other Braves scorers on the night in-
cluded: Tihjah Lossiah 8, Karson Wildcatt 
2, Cade Mintz 2, Josiah Lossiah 4 (5 assists), 
Isaiah Evans 1, Joaquin Layno 2, and Ster-
ling Santa Maria 9. Individual statistics for 
Hayesville were unavailable.  
       The next night, Cherokee kept the ball 
rolling with a 30-point (76-46) win over 
the visiting Robbinsville Black Knights.  Day 
led the way with 17 points in a game that 

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos 

SHOT: Cherokee’s Tye Mintz (#1) shoots over Rosman’s Deland Thomas during a game at the Charles George Memori-
al Arena on the evening of Friday, Jan. 26.  On the night, Mintz had 17 points and 10 rebounds. 
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saw three other Braves players in 
double digits including Straughan 
14, Santa Maria 14, and Tihjah 
Lossiah 11.  Tye Mintz grabbed 
nine rebounds.  Seth Smith and 
Joaquin Layno each grabbed six 
rebounds coming off the bench in 
the second half.  
       This game was all Cherokee all 
the way.  They jumped out early 
and led by 22 points (34-12) after 
the first quarter.  They kept the 
pressure going and kept knock-
ing down shots to lead 56-20 at 
the half.  In the third quarter, the 
Braves went up by 40 points invok-
ing the NCHSAA mercy rule, and 
they cruised to a 76-46 win.  
       Other Braves scorers in this 
game included: Tye Mintz 6, 
Shannon Albert 2, Cade Mintz 3, 
Josiah Lossiah 1, Isaiah Evans 1, 
Seth Smith 4, and Joaquin Layno 
3.  Black Knights scorers includ-
ed: A.J. Ornealas 11, Riley Crowe 
11, Landon Orr 11, Tucker Price 
5, Gunner Ruthing 6, and Chris 
Wright 2. 
       The Braves won big over the 
Rosman Tigers by a score of  95-76 
on the night of  Friday, Jan. 26 
in the Charles George Memorial 
Arena.  Five Braves were in double 

digits including Sterling Santa 
Maria 20, Tye Mintz 17, Holden 
Straughan 16, Josiah Lossiah 12, 
and Cade Mintz 11.  Josiah Lossi-
ah, who had five assists and five 
steals, also led the Braves with 11 
rebounds followed by Tye Mintz 
with 10.  
       The game started out evenly 
with the teams being tied at 17-17 
after the first.  Cherokee edged Ros-
man in the second quarter to take 
a 39-28 lead into the locker room.  
They kept around a 20-point lead 
for most of  the second half  en route 
to their 19-point win.  
       Other Braves scorers included: 
Justus Day 2, Shannon Albert 2, 
Tino Pete 4, Isaiah Evans 7, and 
Joaquin Layno 4.  Rosman Tigers 
scorers included: Deland Thomas 
32, Hooper Thomas 21, Jonah 
Whitman 2, Wes Whitmire 2, 
Dakotah Morgan 13, Will Barton 3, 
and Luke Stewart 3.  

JUMPER: Cherokee’s Holden Straughan goes for a shot against Rosman on Friday, Jan. 26.  On the night, he had 16 points – 
one of five Braves in double digits.  

GOOD NIGHT: Cherokee’s Josiah Lossiah (#12) goes for a shot over Rosman’s 
Jonah Whitman on Friday.  For the game. Lossiah had 12 points, 5 assists, 5 steals, 
and 11 rebounds.  

“We’re still 
growing, 
and we 
haven’t 
reached 
our peak 

yet.” 
- Aaron Hogner, 

Braves head coach
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SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 
 

In a busy week on the hardwood, Cher-
okee got wins on Monday, Tuesday, and 
Friday to bring their record to 10-4 and 

remain unbeaten in the Big Smoky Moun-
tain Conference.  The Lady Braves got key 
conference wins over Hayesville, Robbins-
ville, and Rosman.
       “The first two games we had this week 
were very physical games,” Chris Mintz, 

Lady Braves head coach, said after their 
win over Rosman on Friday, Jan. 26 in the 
Charles George Memorial Arena.  “They 
were tough and we battled through them, 
and we ended up winning by a decent mar-
gin.  Tonight, I thought we played really 
well.”
       Coach Mintz said his team is beginning 
to really gel.  “We’re getting into game 
shape and playing well with each other and 
playing at game speed because it’s hard to 
simulate that in practice.  And, for them to 
actually do it out there in front of  people 
is important.  We have four freshmen, and 
they get starry-eyed sometimes.  Now, 
they’re starting to come around and play 
well, and when they play well and our older 
girls are playing well, we’re a pretty good 
team.”
       The Lady Braves got things going with a 
70-53 win over Hayesville on Monday, Jan. 
22 at the Charles George Memorial Arena.  
Cherokee had three players in double digits 
including Tori Teesateskie 14, Shelby Wolfe 
14, and Raylen Bark 13.  Wolfe grabbed 
eight boards and Bark had seven rebounds 
and four assists.
       Cherokee came out in its patented full-
court press and kept the pressure going 
most of  the game.  The Lady Braves led 
37-24 at the half, and they kept that double 
digit lead in the second half  pulling ahead 
for the 17-point (70-53) win.
Other Lady Braves scorers in the game 

BASKETBALL

Lady Braves beat Hayesville, 
Robbinsville, and Rosman in busy week 

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather photos 

<<
SHOT: Cherokee’s Timiyah Brown goes for a 
shot over Rosman’s Gracy Briggs in a game on 
Friday, Jan. 26 at the Charles George Memorial 
Arena. Brown led Cherokee on the night with 14 
points in an 86-44 win for the Lady Braves.
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SHOT: Cherokee’s Timiyah Brown goes for a 
shot over Rosman’s Gracy Briggs in a game on 
Friday, Jan. 26 at the Charles George Memorial 
Arena. Brown led Cherokee on the night with 14 
points in an 86-44 win for the Lady Braves.

included: Carla Wolfe 4, Jamie 
Lossiah 5, Naomi Smith 6, Deante 
Toineeta 8, Kayleigh Wolfe 1, 
and Timiyah Brown 5.  Individu-
al statistics were unavailable for 
Hayesville.
       The following night, Cherokee 
hosted the Robbinsville Lady Black 
Knights in a game that started 
much closer but ended in the exact 
same point differential as the Lady 
Braves won 59-42.  Again, Cher-
okee had three players in double 
digits including Bark 15, Teesates-
kie 11, and Toineeta 11.  Wolfe had 
10 rebounds and Bark had eight 
rebounds and eight steals.
       This game was tight in the first 
half  with the lead changing several 
times.  The Lady Black Knights 
actually led at the half  23-20.  But, 
the second half  was Cherokee’s as 
they outscored Robbinsville 39-19 
to take the 17-point win.
       Other Lady Braves scorers 
included: Carla Wolfe 6, Naomi 
Smith 1, Shelby Wolfe 6, Jordyn 
Martin 2, and Timiyah Brown 7. 
Lady Black Knight scorers includ-

ed: Cambrie Lovin 7, Liz Ayers 
6, Karlyn Matheson 2, Erin Tee-
sateskie 14, Abigail Knight 2, and 
Mikayla Morgan 11.
       Cherokee faced the Rosman 
Lady Tigers in their third home 
game of  the week on the night of  
Friday, Jan. 26 and came away 
with an 86-44 win. The Lady 
Braves had four players in double 
digits with Brown leading the way 
with 14 points followed by Tori 
Teesateskie 13, Shelby Wolfe 10, 
and Kayleigh Wolfe 10.
       Cherokee led the entire way.  
They built a 20-point (47-27) lead 
by the half  and built a 40-point 
lead in the second half  invoking the 
NCHSAA mercy rule en route to 
their 42-point win.
       Other Lady Braves scorers in-
cluded: Raylen Bark 8, Carla Wolfe 
5, Jamie Lossiah 6, Naomi Smith 
8, Jordan Martin 2, Deante Toinee-
ta 7, and Jacee Smith 3.  Rosman 
Lady Tigers scorers included: Maggi 
Galloway 13, Gracy Briggs 15, 
Christa Galloway 6, and Ashlyn 
Dodson 10.

BACKWARDS: Cherokee’s Raylen Bark goes for a reverse lay-up in front of Rob-
binsville’s Liz Ayers (#10) in a game on Tuesday, Jan. 23 at the Charles George 
Memorial Arena. Bark led Cherokee with 15 points, 8 rebounds, and 8 steals as the 
Lady Braves won by 17 points (59-42).

INSIDE GAME: Cherokee’s Shelby Wolfe (right) goes for a shot against Hayes-
ville’s Makayla Anderson (#32) during a game on Monday, Jan. 22 at the Charles 
George Memorial Arena. On the night, Wolfe had 14 points and 8 rebounds in a 
70-53 win for the Lady Braves.
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ON THE SIDELINES 

Rhythm and gelling more important than polls
SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

Neither of  Cherokee’s varsity 
basketball teams got off to 
a great start this year, but 

man has that turned around.  As 
of  the evening of  Tuesday, Jan. 23, 
both teams are riding seven game 
win streaks – that will probably be 
more once the week is over.  
       Neither team has been listed 
in the NCPreps.com 1A basketball 
polls this season.  The Braves (10-3 
as of  Jan. 23) are named as an 
Honorable Mention team – just off 
the list - in the Jan. 22 poll while 
Hayesville is listed as #9.  Cherokee 
defeated Hayesville 75-47 on Jan. 
6.  Ironically, they defeated them by 
an almost identical score of  76-45 
on Jan. 22 – the same day the poll 
came out.  
       I say – no worries.  Who cares 
really?  I would actually prefer it if  
neither Cherokee team was listed 
in the poll or polls all year long.  
Cherokee does really well in the 
underdog status.  
       I’m sure that the Braves, and 
possibly the Lady Braves, will be 
listed in next week’s NCPreps.com 
poll…but, if  they aren’t for whatev-
er reason, that’s fine.  
       Now, don’t get me wrong, I’m 
not coming down on the poll or the 
pollsters…they probably haven’t 
seen Cherokee play in the last few 
games.  The Braves have developed 
a rhythm and are gelling at a cru-
cial time in their season.  
       They dropped their opening 
game at Smoky Mountain on Dec. 
18, 2017 by a score of  92-81, and I 
was actually quite impressed it was 

as close as it was because that was 
just a week after the football state 
championship game, and a good 
majority of  those same boys went 
right from the gridiron to the hard-
wood with very little practice.  
       The Braves’ win-streak began 
with the first game of  2018 which 
was against the Swain County Ma-
roon Devils.  Following that game, 
Aaron Hogner, first-year Braves 
head coach, told me, “We’re still 
growing and getting them in the 
habit of  doing things right all the 
time.  We’re making simple turn-
overs and just need to start playing 

consistently and getting rebounds.”  
       Everything he spoke of  that 
night is improving and coming 
together.  The Braves seem to be 
getting better with each game, but 
many of  the pollsters don’t get to 
see that.  Maybe they’ll read this 
column?  But, I still hope they don’t 
vote for the Braves or Lady Braves 
in their polls…it’s just perfect locker 
room fodder.  
       Plus, if  you’re unranked, people 
tend to underestimate you which is 
always a bad thing to do.  
       After a game the other night, 
I was still wide awake after put-

ting up my photos and final score 
graphics, so I watched some of  the 
1989 “classic” movie “Roadhouse” 
starring the late, great Patrick 
Swayze.  In it, Dalton tells his fellow 
bouncers, “Never underestimate 
your opponent.”  
       Good words, but I hope people 
continue to underestimate the 
Braves and Lady Braves.  And, in 
the end, gaining a team rhythm 
and listening to your coach’s teach-
ings will get you further in the state 
tournament than any poll.  

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 

GELLIN’: Cherokee’s Sterling Santa Maria (#34) shoots a jump shot over Hayesville’s Dwain Cook (#3) during a game at the 
Charles George Memorial Arena on Monday, Jan. 22.  
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SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 

<<
DRIVING: Cherokee’s Tori Teesateskie 
(#30) drives against Murphy’s Aubrey 
Clapsaddle in a game at Murphy on 
the evening of Saturday, Jan. 27.  The 
Lady Bulldogs edged Cherokee 77-
74 as the Lady Braves dropped their 
first Big Smoky Mountain Conference 
game of the season.  Teesateskie led 
Cherokee with 20 points followed 
by Deante Toineeta 14, Raylen Bark 
11, Naomi Smith 10, Shelby Wolfe 
9, Timiyah Brown 4, Jamie Lossiah 3, 
Kayleigh Wolfe 2, and Carla Wolfe 1.  
Clapsaddle led Murphy with 29 points 
followed by Kaiya Pickers 15, Jessi-
ca Beckner 12, Hailey Thompson 9, 
Brianna Moore 6, Ellie Martin 4, and 
Sydni Addison 2. The Lady Bulldogs 
improved to 18-1, and Cherokee (10-5) 
fell to second place in the conference, 
but still two games ahead of third place 
Robbinsville.  

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 

<<
ROLLING: Cherokee’s Holden 
Straughan (#20) moves the ball up 
court between two Murphy defenders, 
Justice Dorsey (#13) and Abram Abling 
(#32), during a game at Murphy on the 
evening of Saturday, Jan. 27.  Cher-
okee improved to 12-3 on the year 
with an 86-61 win over the Bulldogs.  
Straughan scored 20 points on the 
night to lead the Braves.  Other Cher-
okee scorers included: Sterling Santa 
Maria 19, Justus Day 16, Tye Mintz 
14, Josiah Lossiah 13, and Tihjah 
Lossiah 4.  Jeremiah Clark led Murphy 
with 24 points followed by Hagan 
Newton 13, Dorsey 8, Curt Brown 5, 
Dawson Grizzle 4, Micah Nelson 3, 
Tyler Simonds 2, and Abling 2.  The 
Braves remain unbeaten in the Big 
Smoky Mountain Conference, and with 
Saturday’s win, they pull to three games 
ahead of second place Hayesville. 
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Park welcomes record number of  visitors in 2017
WRESTLING 

Pheasant wins conference title, 
Braves team takes third

BRYSON CITY – Caden 
Pheasant, a freshman 
member of  the Cherokee 

High School varsity wrestling 
team, won the conference title in 
the 160lb division at the Smoky 
Mountain Conference Wrestling 
Championship at Swain County 
High School on Saturday, Jan. 27.  
Pheasant won a 16-11 decision 
over Robbinsville’s Austin Lovin to 
take the championship.  Overall, 
Cherokee took third place in the 
team competition.  Robbinsville 
took the team title followed by 
Swain County in second place.  
Results from the meet are as fol-
lows: 
106: 1 – Kevin Cook (Hayesville), 
2 – Jacob Norton (Cherokee), 3 
– Luke Wilson (Robbinsville), 4 – 
Zachary Cline (Swain Co.) 
113: 1 – Keith Cook (Hayesville), 
2 – Matt Lovin (Robbinsville), 3 – 
Samuel Green (Swain Co.), 4 – Reed 
Dockery (Murphy) 
120: 1 – Braden Millsaps (Robbins-
ville), 2 – Mackinnley Long (Swain 
Co.), 3 – Asher Brinke (Murphy) 
126: 1 – Nathan Fisher (Robbins-
ville), 2 – Cameron Baines (Swain 
Co.), 3 – Nicolas Mariani (Rosman), 

4 – Dustyn Davenport (Hayesville) 
132: 1 – Kade Millsaps (Robbins-
ville), 2 – Seth Sneed (Cherokee), 
3 – Lucas Brown (Swain Co.), 4 – 
Randy Moretz (Rosman) 
138: 1 – Jonas Trejo (Swain Co.), 
2 – Cooper Cable (Robbinsville), 3 
– Jade Welch (Cherokee), 4 – Bren-
nan Chapman (Rosman) 

145: 1 – Sam Everhardt (Swain 
Co.), 2 – Logan McClure (Hayes-
ville) 3 – Christian Queen (Robbins-
ville), 4 – Braden Taylor (Cherokee) 
152: 1 – Payne Anderson (Rob-
binsville), 2 – Ray Rathburn (Mur-
phy), 3 – Sam Sneed (Cherokee), 4 
– Preston Robinson (Swain Co.) 
160: 1 – Caden Pheasant (Cher-

okee), 2 – Austin Lovin (Robbins-
ville), 3 – Hunter Burrell (Swain 
Co.), 4 – Nick Dennard (Andrews) 
170: 1 – Isaac Wilkinson (Robbins-
ville), 2 – Cody Long (Swain Co.), 
3 – Cole Holcomb (Rosman), 4 – 
Barron Srabian (Murphy) 
182: 1 – Wess Hooper (Robbins-
ville), 2 – Cyle Ponchot (Swain 
Co.), 3 – Ian Crowe (Cherokee), 4 – 
Ethan Taylor (Hayesville) 
195: 1 – Cory Farmer (Murphy), 
2 – Jackson Cooper (Swain Co.), 
3 – Baylee Hall (Robbinsville), 4 – 
Conner Newman (Rosman) 
220: 1 – Fredy Romero (Robbins-
ville), 2 – Will Paul (Swain Co.), 3 – 
Patrick Allen (Murphy), 4 – Sammy 
Christensen (Andrews) 
285: 1 – Gabriel Shipman 
(Rosman), 2 – Wyatt Rayburn 
(Murphy), 3 – Hunter McGaha 
(Andrews), 4 – Colton Martin 
(Hayesville) 
Team: 1 – Robbinsville 253, 2 – 
Swain County 192.5, 3 – Cherokee 
99.5, 4 – Murphy 90.5, 5 – Hayes-
ville 90, 6 – Rosman 70.5, 7 – 
Andrews 31.5 

- One Feather staff report 

Photo from Cherokee Braves Wrestling 

CHAMP: Cherokee’s Caden Pheasant (center) took the title in the 160lb division 
at the Smoky Mountain Conference Wrestling Championship held at Swain County 
High School on Saturday, Jan. 27.  He is shown with second place finisher Austin 
Lovin (left), Robbinsville, and third place finisher Hunter Burrell, Swain Co.
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COMMUNITY
Park welcomes record number of  visitors in 2017

For the second year in a row, 
Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park welcomed 

over 11 million visitors. In 2017, a 
record 11,338,894 people visit-
ed the national park, which is a 
slight increase, 0.2 percent, over 
2016. The park continued to see 
the highest visitation in July which 
was followed by October and June. 
Monthly visitation records were 
set during the shoulder season 
months of  January, February, April, 
September, and November in 2017 
which follows a pattern of  the 
park seeing increased year-round 
visitation.  
       “We strive each year to provide 
exceptional services to the visitors 
who come to enjoy the Smokies,” 
said Superintendent Cassius Cash. 
“With increasing visitation across 
seasons, this does not come with-
out challenges. I am proud of  the 
employees who work hard each 
day to meet these challenges, along 
with the support of  our volunteers 
and partners who collectively help 
us care for this incredibly special 
place.” 

       In 2017, over 2,800 park 
volunteers donated over 115,000 
hours of  service. These volunteers 
provided much needed help across 
the park including trail mainte-
nance, invasive plant removal, 
and providing visitor information 
along trails, at visitor centers, and 
in campgrounds. Visitors spent 

nearly 400,000 nights camping in 
the park which was slightly down 
from 2016, but above the five-year 
average.  The park offers nine front 
country campgrounds and 100 
backcountry campsites for visitors 
to enjoy across the park.
       Notably in 2017, the park host-
ed the largest special event in park 

history. The western half  of  the 
park provided prime viewing to ex-
perience totality for approximately 
2 minutes during the Great Amer-
ican Total Solar Eclipse. Thou-
sands of  visitors participated in 
ranger-led events on the weekend 
leading up to the eclipse on Mon-
day, Aug. 21, 2017. Over 15,600 
people attended eclipse events 
offered at Cades Cove, Clingmans 
Dome, Oconaluftee Visitor Center, 
and Sugarlands Visitor Center. Over 
47,000 visitors entered the park 
from the four main entrances to 
view the eclipse, marking a 64 per-
cent increase in visitation for that 
day over 2016. Another 26,000 
people watched the live broadcast 
of  the Clingmans Dome event in 
partnership with NASA and an-
other 6 million people watched the 
event online from across the world 
via the NASA 360 broadcast. 
       For more information about 
visitation, please go to the National 
Park Service Visitor Use Statistics 
web page at https://irma.nps.gov/
Stats/.

- NPS

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 

RECORD: Over 11.3 million people visited the Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park in 2017 setting a record for the National Park Service unit. 

EBCI Enrollment deadline notice 
for new applicants 
       In order to be considered for the June 2018 
per capita distribution, completed enrollment 
applications for new applicants to the Eastern 
Band of  Cherokee Indians must be submitted to 
the Enrollment Office by 4:30pm on Thursday, 
March 15.  Enrollment applications received af-
ter this date and time will not considered for the 
June 2018 distribution.
       An application will only be considered com-

plete with a county- or state-certified birth certif-
icate, certified DNA results and certification of  all 
other Indian blood.  To schedule an appointment 
at the local collection site, call Michelle Stiles 
359-6463.  Out-of-town applicants may contact 
Amber Harrison (918) 685-0478 to schedule an 
appointment in your area.
       DNA testing must be collected by Wednesday, 
Feb. 28 in order for the results to be in by March 
15.  Any DNA collected after this date is not 
guaranteed to be returned by the deadline.  Be-

cause of  the extended amount of  time in receiv-
ing a social security number for a newborn, an 
application will be considered complete without 
a social security card.  However, an enrollment 
card will only be issued upon receipt of  the social 
security card of  a new enrollee.
       Applications may be obtained from the En-
rollment Office located at 808 Acquoni Rd. or at 
www.ebci.com. 
       Info: EBCI Enrollment Office (828) 359-6469

- EBCI Enrollment Office
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3rd Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll: Aleiyah 
Hull, Anana Hicks, Deanna Long, 
Denver Porterfield, Jamee McMil-
lan, Johnny Long, Kingston Welch, 
Madigan Welch, Tymius Allison, 
Utsela Saunooke, Zaynon Taylor 
A Honor Roll: Aiden Larch, Dillon 
Beam, Kierstan Cucumber, Meli 
Winstead, Noah Watty 
B Honor Roll: Adriana Rojas, 
Annie Tramper, Aubree Grimes, 
Ayanna Lambert, Carlito Huer-
ta-Perez, Chaz Martens, Chloe 
Locust, Christian Grant, Christian 
Martinez, Cynthia Saunooke, 
Dalton Yates, Emilee Brady, Emily 
Maney, Joscelyn Stamper, Kailyana 
Hornbuckle-Standingwater, Kaylee 
Wolfe, Kiowa George, Kyitan John-
son, Kymani Foalima, Livia Crowe, 
Mariah Taylor, Nyla Queen, Qinyen 

Panther, Reggie Hyatt, Roeleana 
Welch, Trennan Calhoun 
Merit Honor Roll: Addison Stew-
art, Beau Wildcatt, Brandy Marti-
nez, Dre Santiago, Jezakiah Driver, 
Landon Seay, Lilliana Pheasant, 
Melody Tramper, Phillip Saunooke, 
Sage Bark, Shataya Chambers, 
Teela Ross 

4th Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll: Chaske 
Raines, Dawson Clapsaddle, Fred 
George Jr., Javan Garcia, Jessie 
Wildcat, Kieaira Ensley, Kiera 
Toineeta, Lilia Jarvis, Marveigh 
Aguilera, Nikki Toineeta, Olivia 
Arch, Payton Driver, Sara Toineeta, 
Suri Watty, Tayvin Bark-Cruz 
A Honor Roll: Araceli Marti-
nez-Arch, Gus Burgess, Josilyn 
Ledford 

B Honor Roll: Ayla Ross, Chloe 
Owle, Colby Lossie, Dominic Arch, 
Emiliano Garcia, Francesca Arm-
achain, Jadence Saunooke, Jocelyn 
Saunooke, Kellen Ensley, Leilah 
Lossie, Mato Nierenhausen, Marit-
za Luna, Michael Lozano-Rodri-
guez, Shona Cole, Sienna Wahne-
tah, Spencer Moore, Talan Crowe, 
Tevin Ross, Timber Sampson 
Merit Honor Roll: Blake Wolfe, 
Cyrus James, Gabriella Smith, 
Hunter Mathis, Krenston Armach-
ain, Jack Teesateskie 

5th Grade 
Principal’s Honor Roll: Aaliyah 
Reed, Alyssa Freeman, Amila Loss-
ie, Eliana West, Gideon Freeman, 
Haylie Woodard, Isabella Jones, 
Jessie Hernandez, Joselyn Long 
A Honor Roll: Brandon Santiago, 

Kieran Wolfe, Nevayah Panther 
B Honor Roll: Addi Taylor, Alexis 
Davis, Amiya Lequire, Cameron 
Squirrell, Chanttin Tramper, Charli 
Cabe-Garcia, Cheyton Medford, 
Dacia Warrington, Elliot Shell, 
Emma Quijada, Falon Welch, Izzy 
Fourkiller-Raby, JC Porter, Kai 
Saunooke, Kiri Hill, Luke Smith, Sa-
die Gomez-Rivera, Samuel Welch, 
Thomas Myers, Tricyus Calhoun, 
Tyruss Thompson, Vincent Owle, 
Xain Maney, Xavier Sanchez 
Merit Honor Roll: Abreana Horn-
buckle, Ayosta Lossie, Brett Elders, 
Cassiue Murphy, Chayton Ledford, 
Dailin Panther, Elijah Squirrel, 
Josiah Sneed, Keaton Arch, Ked-
rick Panther, Kendra Arch, Native 
Walkingstick, Shawnee Bushy-
head, Thomas Parsons, Thomas 
Sequoyah, William Welch 

Cherokee Elementary School Honor Roll – 2nd Nine Weeks

VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) 
available
       The 2018 offering of  Tax Assistance begins 
Wednesday, Feb. 7.  If  your annual income is 
$54,000 or less, you are eligible to have your 
taxes prepared at no cost at the EBCI Coopera-
tive Extension Office at 876 Acquoni Rd, located 
next to the Yellowhill Community Building and 
covered basketball court. Bring with you the 
following items to your appointment:
- All income related forms such as: W-2, 1099 
Misc., 1099-I, SSA-1099, etc.
- Photo I.D. such as Driver’s License or enroll-
ment card with picture
- Social Security Card and birth date of  every 
member of  the household
- Enrollment Card of  federally recognized tribe 
for North Carolina Tax Exemption
- Bank Account Information if  you want tax 
return direct deposited
- Last year’s tax return if  possible
- The program does not do Rental Income 
(Schedule E), Dividend and Investment Income 

(Sch B) and Complex Schedule C.
       To schedule an appointment, call the EBCI 
Cooperative Extension Office 359-6939 or 359-
6933 and speak to any staff person. 

– EBCI Cooperative Extension Program

February is National Children’s 
Dental Health Month
       EBCI Children’s Dental Program would like 
you to follow these helpful tips for strong teeth 
and a healthy smile:
1. Twice a day: Brush your teeth when you wake 
up and when you wake up and before you go to 
bed.
2. Take your time: Brush your teeth for two min-
utes and be sure to include your tongue.
3. Be kind to your gums: Brush with a soft bristle 
toothbrush.
4. Get hard to reach places: Floss your teeth at 
bedtime.
5. See your dentist twice a year.

- EBCI Children’s Dental Program 
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AROUND THE REZ 

Fire Mountain Trail getting good reviews
SCOTT MCKIE B.P.
ONE FEATHER STAFF 

Last June, the Eastern Band of  
Cherokee Indians opened the 
Fire Mountain Trail System, 

a 10+ mile mountain bike trail 
system, and since then, the trail has 
been receiving flowering reviews.  
       At the opening on June 9, 
2017, Jeremy Hyatt, EBCI Secre-
tary of  Operations and an avid 
cyclist, commented, “There’s been 
a lot of  hard work and dedication 
to make this trail system a reality.  
And, the reality is that we’ve cre-
ated a premier trail system for the 
region, certainly for western North 
Carolina.”  
       According to the reaction from 
the mountain bike community, he 
was right.  
       Several weeks ago, singletracks.
com, a website that compiles and 
publishes reviews of  mountain bike 
trails, put out an article entitled 
“Fast, fun flow on the new Fire 
Mountain Trails in Cherokee, NC” 
written by Timm Muth.  In it, he 
writes, “Imagine waist-high berms 
carving around more than 20 
switchbacks in a single run.  Imag-
ine three of  them back-to-back-to-
back, like a crazy snowboard pitch.  
The flow is sooo smooth, so long, 
in places it feels more like whitewa-
ter than biking.  Even the contour 
runs have a delicious flow to them, 
dipping down and then back up in 
between the tree boles, slinging you 
from one to the next.”  
       He credits the Trail Dynamics 
team who constructed the trail sys-
tem and goes on to encourage peo-
ple to check it out, “Every curve, ev-

ery berm and high-side, every jump 
and dip, seem designed to maximize 
your speed, flow, and adrenaline 
level.  So, do yourself  a favor: come 
to western North Carolina and ride 
Fire Mountain.  You deserve to have 
this much fun.” 
       That article is just one of  the 
flowering reviews the trail has got-
ten.  A week after opening, the One 
Feather received and published a 
letter from Ashley Wheeler, of  New 
Smyrna Beach, Fla., who wrote, 
“The trails are immaculate, well-
marked, beautiful, challenging, 
fast, and offer a variety of  opportu-
nities to enjoy your bike and some 
time outside, regardless of  skill 
level! We can’t wait to return.” 

       Matthew Peterson, Louisville, 
Ky., wrote to the One Feather in July 
2017 and said, “The trails show-
case your beautiful lands in a way 
that can be enjoyable and safe for 
mountain bikers of  all levels.  They 
are world-class trails that comple-
ment the other excellent trails in 
the area.  This will be a very pop-
ular trail for many years to come, 
and would also make a fantastic 
race venue for future events.” 
       On the site alltrails.com, the 
Fire Mountain Trail System has a 
4.5 out of  5 star rating and four 
total reviews – none of  which were 
bad.  Michael Bussell called it a 
“great bike trail system” and noted 
“all and all, it is an awesome trail”.  

       

The trail system itself, which is 
located at the top of  the Oconaluft-
ee Indian Village parking lot, is split 
into three main trails that are di-
vided by difficulty level.  The green 
level spans 1.5 miles, is designed for 
beginner-level cyclists and includes 
two trails: Tinker’s Dream and 
Kate’s Weave.  The blue level spans 
around six miles and includes four 
trails designed for different levels 
including Waya, Lazy Elk, and 
Spearfinger which are for cyclists 
with intermediate skills and Uktena 
for those with advanced to expert 
skills.  The red level spans 2.5 miles 
and includes the Kessel Run for 
those cyclists with advanced to 
expert skills.

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 

OUT FOR A RIDE: Sharon Aalfs, from Chattanooga, Tenn., took to the Fire Mountain Trail in Cherokee early on the morning of 
Saturday, June 10, 2017.  She was joined by her friend, Jennifer Brown, also of Chattanooga, on the trail that opened the day 
before.  
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OBITUARIES 

Wesley Queen
       Wesley Queen, 57, of  Chero-
kee, passed away Saturday, Jan. 
20, 2018 at Mission Hospital in 
Asheville.
       Wesley was born May 8, 1960 
in Swain County.  He was a carpen-
ter.
       He is survived by his compan-
ion, Peggy Teesateskie; one sister, 
Cindy Queen; three brothers, Abra-
ham Queen (wife Lou), Lawrence 
Queen (wife Sharon), and Kevin 
Smith; and several nieces and 
nephews also survive.
       Wesley was preceded in death 
by his mother, Minnie Queen 
Smith; his father, Edgar A. Smith, 
and one brother Alan Boyd Queen.
       Funeral services were held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 24 at the Cher-
okee Methodist Church.  Pastor 
James “Bo” Parris officiated.  Burial 
followed at the Minnie Queen 
Cemetery.  Pallbearers were among 
nephews and friends.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the Queen family.

Rory Gunter 
(Note: His full obituary was run in 
the Jan. 11-17 print issue and can 
be found online at theonefeather.
com.  This shortened version is being 
run with newly added information 
regarding his now-planned memorial 
celebration.) 

       After a long and courage’s 
battle with cancer, Rory Gunther, 
left this world and went into the 
presence of  his Lord and Savior, Je-
sus Christ, on the morning of  Dec. 
17, 2017 while at Harris Regional 
Hospital’s Hospice Care program. 
       A memorial and celebration 
of  life event will be held at Christ 
Fellowship Church on Saturday, 

Feb. 3 at 2 pm. 
       In lieu of  flowers, donations 
could be made to the music depart-
ment of  Christ Fellowship Church, 
PO Box 653, Cherokee, NC  28719.   

Virginia Maxine 
Bumgardner Gibson

       Virginia Maxine Bumgardner 
Gibson, 80, of  Cherokee, went 
home to be with the Lord, Monday 
Jan. 22, 2018. A native of  Jack-
son County, she was the daughter 
of  the late John and Bessie King 
Bumgardner and wife of  the late 
Robert Lee Gibson. In addition to 
her husband and parents, she was 
also preceded in death by one sister, 
Jean, and one brother John. 
       She is survived  by two daugh-
ters, Debbie, and Jennifer; five sons, 
Terry, Ronald, Steve, Michael, and 
Billy; grandchildren, Rebecca, 
Andrew, Joshua, Nicholas, Jessica, 
Autumn, Constance, and Trevor; 
great grandchildren, Scarlett, Rick, 
Jimmy, and Tommy; and sisters, 
Karen, and Sharon. 
       Funeral Services were held on 
Friday, Jan. 26 at Crisp Funeral 
Home Chapel. Burial was at Old 
Settlers Cemetery. 

Wayne A “Bear” Carver
       Wayne A. “Bear” Carver, 94, 
of  Robbinsville, went home to be 
with the Lord on Tuesday, Jan. 16, 
2018 at Harris Regional Hospital 
in Sylva.
       He was the son of  the late Ed 
and Ada Whittaker Carver.  In addi-
tion to his parents, he was preceded 
in death by his daughter, Ann Carv-
er Adams; and his brothers, J.D. 
Carver, James Carver, and Howard 
Carver.
       Wayne was a Veteran of  World 
War II having served his country 
proudly in the US Army.  He was 
one of  the oldest members of  the 

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians 
in the Snowbird Community.
       He was a man of  quiet strength.  
He faithfully attended New Hope 
Baptist Church for many years.  
His devotion to his faith influenced 
many throughout the years.  He al-
ways had a smile and a kind word.  
He was happy to provide the latest 
schedule of  the Atlanta Braves to 
all his friends every spring.
       Bear is survived by his loving 
wife of  67 years, Marie Davis 
Carver; his granddaughters and 
their husbands, Tonja and David 
Styles and Lavonia and Dustin Day; 
his great grandchildren, Austin 
White and wife Katy, Grace Styles, 
Destinee Schell, and Riley Crisp; 
his son-in-law, Hollis Adams; and 
his sister, Burnette Bridges, all of  
Robbinsville.  He has six great great 
grandchildren.
       Funeral services were held Sat-
urday, Jan. 20 at New Hope Baptist 
Church.  Reverends Kevin Brooks, 
Patrick O’Dell, and James York 
officiated.  Burial followed at New 
Hope Baptist Church Cemetery 
where military rites were conduct-
ed by the Steve Youngdeer Ameri-
can Legion Post 143.
       Townson-Smith Funeral Home 
served the Carver family.  An online 
register is available at www.town-
son-smithfuneralhome.com.

William “Bill” Jackson 
Haigler

       William “Bill” Jackson Haigler, 
71, of  Cherokee, passed away Mon-
day, Jan. 22, 2018 at Valley View 
Nursing Center in Andrews.
       He is survived by his wife, Shir-
ley McMahan Haigler; brothers, 
Larry Haigler (wife Melba), Frank 
Haigler, Tommy Haigler (wife Rose 
Marie), Ronnie Haigler, and Nor-
man Eugene Haigler (wife Pam); 
one sister, Lou; and his special dog 

Ruby.
       Bill was preceded in death by his 
parents, Donald Haigler and Cora 
McLeymore Haigler; three brothers, 
Leroy, Ed, and Robert Haigler; and 
one sister, Betty Haigler.
       Graveside services were held on 
Thursday, Jan. 25 at 12pm at the 
Birdtown Cemetery.  Pastor James 
“Bo” Parris officiated.
       Long House Funeral Home 
assisted the Haigler family.

Sylva-Margareta Anneliese 
“Liese” Gravier “Rhinehart” 
       Sylva-Margareta Anneliese 
“Liese” Gravier “Rhinehart”, 66, 
died on Friday, Jan. 26, 2018 at 
The Elizabeth House after a long 
battle with Alzheimers. Liese was 
born in Erlangen, Germany on May 
1, 1951, to the late Robert Shickert 
and to Anneliese Schiller Which-
ard. Liese was a free spirited lady 
who loved playing her guitar and 
traveling throughout the world. 
She was a faithful friend who could 
be counted on to give her all when 
helping someone in need or work-
ing for a cause. 
       In addtion to her mother, Liese 
is survived by the love of  her life 
and fishing partner, James Rhine-
hart; her daughters, Undine McCoy 
(Kevin) and Tera Gravier; a brother, 
Jessey Shickert; and her grandchil-
dren, Jacob Gravier, Logan Arch, 
and Wesley Hooper.
       At Liese’s request, no services 
are planned.
       Memorial contributions may 
be made to The Elizabeth House in 
care of  Four Seasons Hospice at 
581 South Allen Road, Flat Rock 
NC 28731.
       A message of  comfort may be 
left and an online guest registry 
may be signed at www.garrettfuen-
ralsandcremations.com 
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FAITH LONG 
MISS CHEROKEE 2017-18

This month has flown by. I 
started the month off with 
the Gatlinburg parade, and 

then I was able to be in the Bryson 
City parade the very next day. 
Unfortunately, the weather was 
against us when I tried to attend 
the Robbinsville parade and I was 
snowed in at school all weekend.
       Speaking of  school, I finished 
the first semester of  my sopho-
more year with great grades and 
I’m thankful for all the support. 
My winter break started off busy. I 
continued to intern for Sequoyah 
Fund, and I was also able to attend 
a dinner with the Cherokee Youth 
Council. I was able to work with 
them with team bonding and was 
introduced to Chance Rush, who 
gave great life tips and shared his 
own story. 
       Earlier, I was able to attend the 
ribbon cutting ceremony for the 
Kanvwotiyi treatment center in the 

Snowbird Community. I am on the 
Jones Bowman Leadership Award 
Council, and we completed our 
project for the year. We fundraised, 
purchased, and put together fifty 
bookbags for the Family Safety 
program in Cherokee. This project 
was very close to me because I feel 
that our youth are the future, and 
investing in our future as a Tribe 
will benefit us when the future 
becomes the present. The Family 
Safety program is always in need 
of  donations. You can find their 
website here: http://www.chero-
kee-hmd.com/family-safety/index.
html. 
       I had a very good holiday 
season, and I am so thankful the 
continued support from my family, 
the groups I am in, and my board. 
I can’t wait to see what January 
holds for me. 
       If  you would like me to attend 
an event, please email your request 
to ebcimisscherokee@gmail.com.
Sgi!

SCOTT MCKIE B.P./One Feather 

OPENING: Miss Cherokee Faith Long (second from left) dances at the opening of 
the Kanvwotiyi Treatment Center in the Snowbird Community in December along 
with Bo Taylor (left), Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed (second from right), and 
former Yellowhill Rep. Anita Lossiah (right). 

Miss Cherokee report for 
December 2017
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Right to privacy and 
responsibility for transparency
ROBERT JUMPER
ONE FEATHER EDITOR 

The wife and I use an app (short for applica-
tion-you know, those little do-dads on your 
phone that make life “interesting”) called 

Life360. It basically will pinpoint the location of  my 
phone for her, and vice versa, any time of  the day or 
night. It alerts me when she leaves the house, and it 
alerts her when I do the same. I can touch an area 
on the screen, and it will send a “check-in” message 
to her letting her know I am ok.
       Now, before you start thinking that it is time for 
us to see a marriage counselor or old Robert’s about 
to become a free agent, let me tell you why we use 
the app, and what we don’t use it for. This is not a 
tool we use to find out what each other is doing. 
The days of  sowing wild oats are long gone, and we 
don’t have trust issues. We do have enough concern 
for each other that it is important for us to be able 
to see where each other of  us are in times of  uncer-
tainty. We care enough about each other to want 
to be able to lend assistance. Critical moments of  
aide can be lost to a search if  trouble comes. When 
we saw this app a year or so ago, it was almost a 
no-brainer. We don’t use it despite our trust in each 
other, we use it because of  our trust in each other. 
I look at the app from time to time, usually when 
I get the audible signal that she has left the house, 
mostly out of  habit. I don’t question where she 
goes. I don’t need to. I don’t want to. If  I did, 
though, I could. And, so could she. 
       While we both have a right and expectation of  
personal privacy, we have a responsibility to trans-
parency. At first, we both had brief  concerns about 
the use of  the app. Neither of  us wanted the other 
to think he/she needed to “checkup” on the other. 
It wasn’t my privacy I worried about. It was hers. 
Once we realized that neither of  us was concerned 
about our own personal behavior, we felt free to use 
the tool. It gives another layer of  peace and security 
for both of  us; not necessarily the use of  it, but just 
having it available.

       There is something very personally liberating 
about knowing that your relationship with another 
is such that no or few mental walls are necessary. 
Time and proximity usually build a bond that al-
lows for the intimacy of  trust. The more you know 
someone in a positive relationship, the less privacy 
is an issue, and the relationship becomes more 
transparent. Lives are not pristine and clean. Ac-
ceptance and trust come with time and familiarity.  
And, so it is with any relationship. Spouses. Family. 
Friends. Coworkers. Tribal leaders. What is the key 
to gaining the trust of  another? I think I know, but 
just to be on the safe side, I “googled” it. Number 
1 on the guidance scale from www.pickthebrain.
com is transparency.  Number 3 on the scale from 
www.familyshare.com is “Be an Open Book” (i.e., 
transparency). Number 18 on the scale from www.
boston.dalecarnegie.com is transparency. 
       Transparency is a pretty important element in 
the success of  a relationship, business, or govern-
ment. And, I hear the homage given to transpar-
ency when public speakers speak. “I am an open 
book,” “I have an open-door policy,” “I believe the 
people have a right to know what we are doing.”
In the past three tribal election cycles and in nu-
merous local, state and federal elections, transpar-
ency has been at the top of  the constituency’s wish 
list and the most assured platform plank of  most 
politicians. 
       With all this rhetoric about everyone under-
standing the want and need for it, you would 
assume that we could play a good game of  cards 
because all the cards would be on the table. Right?
       “A lack of  transparency results in distrust and a 
deep sense of  insecurity,” states the Dalai Lama.
Denise Morrison, CEO of  the Campbell Soup Com-
pany, said, “The single most important ingredient 
in the recipe for success is transparency because 
transparency builds trust.”  
       Steven Sinofsky, former President of  the Win-
dows Division of  Microsoft, says, “Things will 
absolutely go wrong. In a healthy team, as soon as 
things go wrong, that information should be sur-
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faced. Trying to hide or obscure bad 
news creates an environment of  
distrust or lack of  transparency.” 
       Grace Poe, Filipino senator, and 
businesswoman, stated, “I believe 
that transparency is the solution to 
our problem of  corruption.” 
Esther Dyson, American journalist, 
author, and entrepreneur, noted, 
“What I’m thinking about more 
and more these days is simply the 
importance of  transparency, and 
Jefferson’s saying that he’d rather 
have a free press without a govern-
ment than a government without a 
free press.”  

       Beware of  people who say 
they are keeping you “in the dark” 
for your own good. Whether in a 
personal relationship, business 
negotiation, or interaction with 
government, the less you know, the 
more power someone has over you. 
While it seems easy and safe to let 
someone else take the wheel, you 
are putting your life and future in 
the hands of  another. In those cas-
es when you must let someone else 
make decisions for you, have you 
checked their track record in mak-
ing those types of  decisions? Has 
the person you have entrusted to 

make those decisions proven to you 
through relationship or document, 
that he/she is worthy of  your trust, 
or does the open book suddenly 
slam shut when you really start 
reading (between the lines)? 
       Check and verify. The reason 
the wife and I do not have to worry 
about checking on each other is 
that we have, over three decades, 
built a relationship of  trust. I don’t 
have to wonder where she is or 
what she is doing because we have 
a history of  knowing all of  that. 
And, while there is an app for that 
and we use it, it is not for maintain-
ing trust. It is because of  the trust 
we are comfortable in allowing that 
level of  intimacy and access. Trans-
parency over the years has allowed 
us to have a high level of  trust, and 
less need for privacy.  
       Whether the relationship is 

personal or political, the level 
of  transparency will dictate the 
level of  trust. To gain trust, I will 
sometimes give up or suspend my 
right to privacy. In relationships, 
especially political relationships, 
we must weigh the cost of  hanging 
on to privacy. Some things may 
and should remain private. But, 
those things that will affect another 
individual, groups, or communities 
must be included in the open book. 
Decisions made for the people must 
be made by the people. 
In the writings of  C.S. Lewis, he 
used the adage “two heads are 
better than one”.  
His complete quote goes like this, 
“Two heads are better than one, 
not because either is infallible, but 
because they are unlikely to go 
wrong in the same direction.”
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Benefits/Fundraisers
Benefit for Mary Ann Rich and Jon Smith.  
Feb. 2 from 10:30am – 1pm at Yellowhill Com-
munity Building.  Men: NDN Taco Dinner with 
drink - $8; Frybread and chili dinner with drink - 
$7.  All proceeds raised will help them financially 
meet their needs as they fight their battle with 
cancer.  Info: Lou Johnson 788-2853

Souper Bowl Fundraiser.  Feb. 2 from 11am 
– 1pm at Cherokee Choices Community Room.  
All proceeds will go to fund the Community Syl-
labary Class.  $5 bowl of  soup, bread/crackers, 
drink.  $7 all you can eat soup, bread/crackers, 
drink.  Soups to include: potato, taco, tomato, 
vegetable, zuppa tuscana, and more. 

Benefit for Jeffrey Crowe.  Feb. 2 at 11am at 
new Painttown Gym.  Frybread and chili with 
dessert and drink - $6; Indian taco with dessert 
and drink - $8.  Orders for delivery will be taken 

until Wednesday, Jan. 31 at 4:30pm.  Call or text 
736-8190 or 269-8495 for delivery.

Turkey Shoot. Feb. 3 at 5pm at Jesse Welch’s 
Turkey Shoot Facility in the Big Cove Communi-
ty.  This is a benefit for Jesse Welch.  Good prizes, 
good fun, good benefit.

Church Events
The Primitive Quartet of  Candler special 
guest singers.  Feb. 4 at 7pm at Mt. Zion Bap-
tist Church in Dillsboro.  Everybody is welcome.

Cultural Events
Cherokee Syllabary and Intro to Cherokee 
Class.  Every Monday and Wednesday from 
5:30-6:30pm at the 3200 Acre Tract Commu-
nity Center at 1000 Old Bryson City Road in 
Whittier.  Everyone is welcome.  Info: https://
www.facebook.com/3200-Acre-Tract-Commu-
nity-Center-1589774257745245/

General Events
Community Bingo.  Jan. 31 from 1-4pm in 
Cherokee Indian Fairgrounds exhibit hall.  Every-
one will receive two bingo cards.  To receive an 
extra bingo card, bring canned goods, toiletries, 
or other household items for donation to the 
Cherokee Children’s Home.  This event is spon-
sored by the Office of  the Principal Chief, Cher-
okee Transit Program, and the Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office.

Big Cove Community Meeting.  Feb. 1 at 
6pm at The Church of  the Nazarene.  Meeting 
with Principal Chief  Richard G. Sneed and Vice 
Chief  B. Ensley to address your concerns.  If  you 
have questions ahead of  time, let them know 
the question so they can gather information 
for an answer.  Community Officers and Coun-
cil Representatives will be glad to pass your 
questions to the Executive Office.  Food and 

HAPPENINGS 
Event listings are free of charge.  Send your event 
name, date and time, location, and  contact info to 

scotmckie@nc-cherokee.com.  

drinks will be provided at both meetings, and all 
Big Cove and Tow String Community members 
are invited to attend. 

Cherokee Business Training “A Native 
American Journey into Small Business”.  
Tuesdays (started Jan. 30) from 6-9 pm.  This 
five-week course costs $65.  To register, call 359-
6708 or visit www.bit.ly/CBT-Winter-2018

Presentation entitled “The Little Tennessee 
River Valley: Treasure Over Time”.  Feb. 1 
at 6:30pm at Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 45 East Ridge 
Drive in Bryson City.  This free event is being 
sponsored by the Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society.  The presentation, by 
Mark Davidson, will provide an overview of  the 
Little Tennessee River Valley from the 1700s 
until the present.  Info: http://www.swaingene-
alogy.com 

Meet and Greet with Miss Cherokee 2017-
18 Faith Long.  Feb. 3 from 10am – 1pm in the 
Museum of  the Cherokee Indian Ken Blanken-
ship Education Wing multi-purpose room.  Info: 
497-3481 or www.cherokeemuseum.org

Free Line Dance and Swing Dance Lessons.  
Feb. 6, 13, and 15 at Yellowhill Activity Center.  
Line Dance at 6pm, Couples Swing at 6:45.  
Instructors: Chris Smith and Cathy Miller – line 
dance; Bob Canady and Sherri Booth – couples 
swing.  Also, mark your calendar for a Sweet-
heart Dance at the Yellowhill Activity Center on 
Saturday, Feb. 17 at 7pm.  Info: 788-0502

Sawing classes offered.  First class on Feb. 
10 at 10am – 2pm at Big Y Community Build-
ing.  The Big Y Community has partnered with 
BIA Forestry to host a series of  classes for all Free 
Labor Groups and anyone interested in learn-
ing how to use a saw to cut trees for firewood.  
Lunch will be provided free of  charge.  Part 1 
(Feb. 10) will involve hands-on sawing.  Part 2 
(date to be determined) will include learning to 
identify trees and how to fell trees safely.  Part 3 
(date to be determined) will include saw mainte-
nance and sharpening.  These classes are open 
to anyone.  RSVP (for head count for lunch and 
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drinks will be provided at both meetings, and all 
Big Cove and Tow String Community members 
are invited to attend. 

Cherokee Business Training “A Native 
American Journey into Small Business”.  
Tuesdays (started Jan. 30) from 6-9 pm.  This 
five-week course costs $65.  To register, call 359-
6708 or visit www.bit.ly/CBT-Winter-2018

Presentation entitled “The Little Tennessee 
River Valley: Treasure Over Time”.  Feb. 1 
at 6:30pm at Swain County Regional Business 
Education and Training Center at 45 East Ridge 
Drive in Bryson City.  This free event is being 
sponsored by the Swain County Genealogical 
and Historical Society.  The presentation, by 
Mark Davidson, will provide an overview of  the 
Little Tennessee River Valley from the 1700s 
until the present.  Info: http://www.swaingene-
alogy.com 

Meet and Greet with Miss Cherokee 2017-
18 Faith Long.  Feb. 3 from 10am – 1pm in the 
Museum of  the Cherokee Indian Ken Blanken-
ship Education Wing multi-purpose room.  Info: 
497-3481 or www.cherokeemuseum.org

Free Line Dance and Swing Dance Lessons.  
Feb. 6, 13, and 15 at Yellowhill Activity Center.  
Line Dance at 6pm, Couples Swing at 6:45.  
Instructors: Chris Smith and Cathy Miller – line 
dance; Bob Canady and Sherri Booth – couples 
swing.  Also, mark your calendar for a Sweet-
heart Dance at the Yellowhill Activity Center on 
Saturday, Feb. 17 at 7pm.  Info: 788-0502

Sawing classes offered.  First class on Feb. 
10 at 10am – 2pm at Big Y Community Build-
ing.  The Big Y Community has partnered with 
BIA Forestry to host a series of  classes for all Free 
Labor Groups and anyone interested in learn-
ing how to use a saw to cut trees for firewood.  
Lunch will be provided free of  charge.  Part 1 
(Feb. 10) will involve hands-on sawing.  Part 2 
(date to be determined) will include learning to 
identify trees and how to fell trees safely.  Part 3 
(date to be determined) will include saw mainte-
nance and sharpening.  These classes are open 
to anyone.  RSVP (for head count for lunch and 

supplies) to 788-4879.

Talk by Sarah Sunshine Manning.  March 
8 from 12-1pm at Laurel Forum at UNC – Ashe-
ville.  Manning, a citizen of  the Shoshone and 
Paiute Tribes of  the Duck Valley Indian Reserva-
tion and a descendant of  the Chippewa-Cree of  
Rocky Boy, Mont., is a write, journalist, speaker, 
and social science education.  She will give a talk 
entitled “We are the Earth, We are the Land”. 

Talk entitled “We Are the Earth, We Are the 
Land”.  March 9 from 5-6pm at Ken Blan-
kenship Education Wing in the Museum of  the 
Cherokee Indian.  Sarah Sunshine Manning 
(Shoshone/Paiute) will share her poignant and 
personal story of  connection to land and Earth 
elaborating on universal understandings of  the 
many lessons of  the natural landscapes around 
us.  The free talk will be 45 minutes with addi-
tional time for questions. Info: Museum of  the 
Cherokee Indian 497-3481

“From Dope to Hope” speaker.  March 28 
from 5:30-7:30pm in the Chief  Joyce Dugan 
Cultural Arts Center.  Tim Ryan, addiction expert 
and recovery advocate, and the author of  “Dope 
Man”, will give a speech entitled “From Dope 
to Hope”.  Light refreshments will be provided.  
Info: TimRyanSpeaks.com

Health and Sports Events
Catamounts Basketball EBCI Basketball 
Appreciation Night.  Feb. 3 at 7:30pm at the 
WCU Ramsey Center.  WCU will host Samford.  
Free admission for youth 12 years and younger 
wearing a basketball jersey.  For those 13 years 
and older, purchase your tickets at the WCU 
Cherokee Center to receive a $5 tribal discount.  
Info: WCU Cherokee Center 497-7920 or snsam-
pson@wcu.edu

Upcoming Pow Wows for  
Feb. 2-4
Note: This list of  pow wows was compiled by One 
Feather staff.  The One Feather does not endorse any 
of  these dances. It is simply a listing of  ones occur-
ring throughout the continent.  Please call before 
traveling. 

Cuyamaca College 4th Annual Pow Wow.  
Feb. 3 at Cuyamaca College “B” Building Quad 
in El Cajon, Calif.   MC: Ral Christman.  Host 
Northern: Green River.  Host Southern: Hale & 
Company.  Info: NASAcuyamacacollege@gmail.
com, www.facebook.com/nasa.cuyamaca

Birthday Gourd Dance for Richard D. 
Roubedeaux.  Feb. 3 at Otoe Cultural Building 
in Red Rock, Okla.  MC: Lester M. Eagle.  Head 
Singer: Eddie Lee Roubedeaux. Invited Gourd 
Groups: Red Rock Creek, Black Beard Descen-
dants, Wichita Warrior Society, Osage Gourd 
Dancers.  Info: (918) 223-1789 

North Carolina School of  Science and Math 
Pow Wow.  Feb. 3 at Charles Ellber Physical Ed-
ucation Center at NCSSM in Durham, NC.  Host 
Drum: Stoney Creek.  Info: https://www.ncssm.
edu/powwow

Community Club Meetings
Big Y Community Club meets the second Tues-
day of  each month at 6pm at the Big Y Commu-
nity Building.  For information on renting the 
building for your special occasion, call Brianna 
Lambert 788-3308.  The rental fee is $75 and 
$25 will be returned after cleaning. 

Big Cove Community Club meets the first 
Tuesday of  every month at 7pm at the Big Cove 
Rec. Center.  Info: Chairman Butch Hill 497-
7309, Vice Chairman Joe Red Cloud 269-6130, 
Secretary Lavita Hill 736-3126, or Treasurer 
Lisa Hardesty 788-1646

Birdtown Community Club meets the last 
Thursday of  each month at 6pm at the Birdtown 
Community Building.  Potluck starts at 5:30pm, 
meeting starts at 6pm.  Chairman: Stephan Wat-
ty, Vice Chairman: Kallup McCoy, Treasurer: Deb 
Slee.  Secretary: Sasha Watty.  The community 
building is currently not available for rent.

Paint Town Community Club meets the last 
Monday of  each month at 5:30pm at the new 
Painttown Gym.  Info: Lula Jackson 736-1511, 
Lois Dunston 736-3230, Abe Queen (Free Labor) 
269-8110, Jennifer Jackson (building rental) 
269-7702



Snowbird Community Club 
meets the first Tuesday of  each 
month or the Tuesday before the 
Tribal Council meeting.  Info:  
Roger Smoker, chairman, (828) 
479-8678 or (828) 361-3278,rog-
ersmoker@yahoo.com

Wolftown Community Club 
meets the first Tuesday of  each 
month at 7pm at the Wolftown 
Community Club Building.  Info:  
Tuff Jackson, chairman, 788-4088

Yellowhill Community Club 
meets the first Tuesday of  every 
month unless it’s a holiday.  If  
anybody would like to teach an art 
or craft call Reuben 497-2043 to 
be scheduled.

Community Groups 

Big Y Archery Club meets every 
Tuesday at 7:30pm at the Big Y 
Community Club Building.  Indoor 
targets and 3D game targets avail-
able.  This is free of  charge to all 
and everyone is welcome.  Instruc-
tion is available. 

Support Groups/Meetings
Cherokee Diabetes Talking 
Circle.  This group, for community 
members with diabetes or pre-dia-
betes and their family and friends, 
meets at Tsali Manor on the third 
Thursday of  each month from 12-
1pm.  Info: Nilofer Couture, MPH, 
RD, LDN, CDE, 497-9163 ext. 
6459 or Nilofer.Couture@chero-
keehospital.org

AA and NA meetings in 
Cherokee.  Alcoholics Anony-
mous (AA): Tuesdays at 7pm at 

Cherokee Indian Hospital (CIH), 
Saturdays at 10am at CIH confer-
ence room
Narcotics Anonymous (NA): Mon-
days at 8pm at CIH, Thursdays at 
8pm at CIH, Fridays at 7pm at CIH 
ence room 

Analenisgi Recovery Center 
weekly schedule for Fall/Win-
ter 2017/18
NOTE: All classes/groups are open 
to all Analenisgi clients. Support 
groups marked with ** are open to the 
community.
Mondays
Safety WRAP: 9 -10am 
Cherokee Culture: 11:15am - 
12:30pm
Still Waters: 2-3pm
**Family Support: 5-6pm
Tuesdays
Native Plants: 8:30-10:30am
Employment Skills: (second and 
fourth Tuesdays 11am -12pm) 
Taming Salolis (Squirrels): 11am – 
12pm 
Emotions: 1-2pm
**Self-esteem: 2-3pm 
**Life Recovery: 3-4pm
Wednesdays 
Safety WRAP: 9-10am 
Strong Hearts Women’s Group: 
11am – 12pm 
Healthy Boundaries: 1-2:30pm
Creative Writing: 2-3pm
**Family Support: 5-6pm
**Agape LGBT Group: 5:45-
6:45pm
**HIV/AIDS/Hep C Support Group: 
(second and fourth Wednesdays 
5:45-6:45pm) 
Thursdays
**Life Recovery: 8:30-9:30am
Connections (Brene’ Brown): 
10:30-11:45am 
Finding Tohi (Peace/Balance): 
1-2pm 
Uncle Skills Men’s Group: 3-4pm 
Fridays

Creative Recovery: 9:30 am - 12pm
Cherokee Language and Culture: 
1-2:30pm 
Popcorn and a Movie: 2:30-4pm
Info: Analenisgi Recovery Center 
497-6892.
Times and dates may be subject to 
change. 
CIHA Bariatric Support Groups 
meet every second Thursday of  
the month at Snowbird Clinic from 
11am – 12pm (Chrystal Frank) 
and every second Thursday of  the 
month at Cherokee Indian Hospital 
from 12-1pm (Nilofer Couture) 
and 4:30-5:30pm (Linda Johnson).  
Groups are led by registered dieti-
cians.  Info: CIHA Nutrition Dept. 
497-9163 ext. 6459

Cherokee Cancer Support 
Group meets the first Thursday of  
each month at Betty’s Place at 40 
Goose Creek Road.  A pot luck is 
held at 5:30pm, and the meeting 
is open to all.  Betty’s Place is also 
open Monday – Friday 10am – 
2pm and provides counseling and 
support services to cancer patients 
that may include supplies, travel, 
and meals.  Info: 497-0788

Event listings 
are FREE of 

charge.  Send 
them to Scott at 

scotmckie@
nc-cherokee.com 
or message to 

us on Facebook.
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FOR RENT
2BR, 1 bath mobile home.  Quiet 
park in Ela, no pets.  Referenc-
es/background check required.  
$450/month, $450/deposit.  488-
8752. UFN

Building for Lease at Saunooke 
Village in Cherokee.  Approximate-
ly 3,800 sq. ft., formerly known 
as Four Seasons Christmas Shop, 
prime location, heavy foot traffic.  
Contact: Charles Saunooke (828) 
506-3646.  2/1

FOR SALE
LAND FOR SALE – Blackrock Creek
Community; Great home sites and
acreage available 15 minutes from
Harrah’s casino. 1.6 to 9 acre
tracts just outside the Reservation
in Jackson County, NC. Seller
financing available at great terms.
Contact Bruce Nelson (954) 232-
8375. 2/8pd

Commercial dry cleaning equip-

ment for sale. Equipment to be auc-
tioned off by sealed bid at 10:00am 
on Thursday, February 8. If  inter-
ested, contact Russ Seagle at The 
Sequoyah Fund (828-359-5003) 
or russseagle@sequoyahfund.org 
for details. 2/1

SERVICES 
Law Office of  Shira Hedgepeth-
,Tribal Legal Advocate, For repre-
sentation,call 828.585.5044 or
email shira@legal-decisions.com.
Find us on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/legaldecisions.
2/1pd

YARD SALES 
Yard Sale at Granny’s Kitchen - Fri-
day and Saturday Open at 8:30am; 
on Feburary 2,3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23 
and 24. 

Indoor Yard Sale. Feb. 3 from 7am 
– 2pm at Tsali Manor.  Info: Sherry 
Welch 359-6290, sherwelc@
nc-cherokee.com.  2/1

TRADING POST
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EMPLOYMENT 

CHEROKEE INDIAN HOSPITAL 
AUTHORITY has the following 
jobs available:
Dentist (2 Positions)

Certified Nursing Assistant Clerk – 

Inpatient 

To apply, visit careers.cherokee-

hospital.org. If  you have questions, 

contact the Cherokee Indian Hospital 

HR department at 828-497-9163.  

These positions will close February 1, 

2018 at 4:00pm. Indian preference 

does apply.  2/1pd

TRIBAL BINGO ENTERPRISE
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT DATE:  

January 31, 2018

CLOSING DATE:  February 7, 2018

At 4:00pm

NAME OF POSITION:  

FT Concession Attendant

NUMBER OF POSITIONS:  1

SHIFT:  Evening

       SUMMARY OF JOB:  Presents 

a professional appearance. Proven 

communication and interpersonal 

skills.  Enjoys working around people. 

Must be able to oversee concession 

area. Strong communication skills.  

Ability to coordinate multiple tasks 

simultaneously. Most importantly, 

demonstrate confidentiality.  One 

year experience preferred. Must 

obtain a valid NC Drivers License and 

High School Diploma or GED.  Appli-

cation and a complete job description 

may be picked up at the Tribal Bingo 

Hall and returned to April Bradley or 

Caressa Jackson.

       THE TRIBAL BINGO ENTER-

PRISE, AN ENTERPRISE CREATED 

BY THE EASTERN BAND OF CHER-

OKEE INDIANS, RESERVES THE 

RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL 

APPLICANTS AND EMPLOYMENT IS 

SUBJECT TO THOSE TERMS WHICH 

THE TRIBAL BINGO ENTERPRISE 

DEEM APPROPRIATE.  PREFERENCE 

WILL BE GIVEN TO QUALIFIED 

MEMBERS OF THE EASTERN BAND 

OF CHEROKEE INDIANS. 2/1pd

TRIBAL BINGO ENTERPRISE
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT DATE:  

January 31, 2018

CLOSING DATE:  February 7, 2018

At 4:00pm

 NAME OF POSITION:  

Full Time Floor Attendant 

NUMBER OF POSITIONS:  1

SHIFT:  Evening

       SUMMARY OF JOB:  Presents 

a professional appearance. Proven 

communication and interpersonal 

skills.  Enjoys working around people.  

Strong communication skills.  Ability 

to coordinate multiple tasks simulta-

neously.  Most importantly, demon-

strate confidentiality.  One year 

experience preferred. Must obtain a 

valid NC Drivers License and High 

School Diploma or GED.  Application 

and a complete job description may 

be picked up at the Tribal Bingo Hall 

and returned to April Littlejohn.

       THE TRIBAL BINGO ENTER-

PRISE, AN ENTERPRISE CREATED 

BY THE EASTERN BAND OF CHER-

OKEE INDIANS, RESERVES THE 

RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL 

APPLICANTS AND EMPLOYMENT IS 

SUBJECT TO THOSE TERMS WHICH 

THE TRIBAL BINGO ENTERPRISE 

DEEM APPROPRIATE.  PREFERENCE  

WILL BE GIVEN TO QUALIFIED 

MEMBERS OF THE EASTERN BAND 

OF CHEROKEE INDIANS. 2/1pd

TRIBAL BINGO ENTERPRISE
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT DATE: 

 January 31, 2018

CLOSING DATE:  February 7, 2018

At 4:00pm

 NAME OF POSITION:  PT 

Concession Attendant 

NUMBER OF POSITIONS:  1

SHIFT:  Evening

       SUMMARY OF JOB:  Presents 

a professional appearance. Proven 

communication and interpersonal 

skills.  Enjoys working around people.  

Strong communication skills.  Ability 

to coordinate multiple tasks simulta-

neously. Most importantly, demon-

strate confidentiality.  One year 

experience preferred. Must obtain a 

valid NC Drivers License and High 

School Diploma or GED.  Application 

and a complete job description may 

be picked up at the Tribal Bingo Hall 

and returned to April Bradley.

       THE TRIBAL BINGO ENTER-

PRISE, AN ENTERPRISE CREATED 

BY THE EASTERN BAND OF CHER-

OKEE INDIANS, RESERVES THE 

RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL 

APPLICANTS AND EMPLOYMENT IS 

SUBJECT TO THOSE TERMS WHICH 

THE TRIBAL BINGO ENTERPRISE 

DEEM APPROPRIATE.  PREFERENCE  

WILL BE GIVEN TO QUALIFIED 

MEMBERS OF THE EASTERN BAND 

OF CHEROKEE INDIANS. 2/1pd

TRIBAL BINGO ENTERPRISE
JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT DATE:  

January 31, 2018

CLOSING DATE:  February 7, 2018

At 4:00pm

 NAME OF POSITION:  

Part Time Floor Attendant 

NUMBER OF POSITIONS:  2

SHIFT:  Evening

       SUMMARY OF JOB:  Presents 

a professional appearance. Proven 

communication and interpersonal 

skills.  Enjoys working around people.  

Strong communication skills.  Ability 

to coordinate multiple tasks simulta-

neously.  Most importantly, demon-
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strate confidentiality.  One year 

experience preferred. Must obtain a 

valid NC Drivers License and High 

School Diploma or GED.  Application 

and a complete job description may 

be picked up at the Tribal Bingo Hall 

and returned to April Bradley or 

Caressa Jackson.

       THE TRIBAL BINGO ENTER-

PRISE, AN ENTERPRISE CREATED 

BY THE EASTERN BAND OF CHER-

OKEE INDIANS, RESERVES THE 

RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL 

APPLICANTS AND EMPLOYMENT IS 

SUBJECT TO THOSE TERMS WHICH 

THE TRIBAL BINGO ENTERPRISE 

DEEM APPROPRIATE.  PREFERENCE  

WILL BE GIVEN TO QUALIFIED 

MEMBERS OF THE EASTERN BAND 

OF CHEROKEE INDIANS. 2/1pd

CHEROKEE INDIAN HOSPITAL 
AUTHORITY has the following 
jobs available:
Residential Manager - Snowbird 

Residential Treatment Center

Patient Registration Supervisor 

Targeted Case Manager 

Dental Hygienist 

Registration Receptionist Clerk – (30 

Hour Weekend)

Dental Assistant II (2 Positions)

Certified Nursing Assistant – Tsali 

Care (14 Positions) 

Certified Medication Aide - (3 Posi-

tions)

       To apply, visit careers.cherokee-

hospital.org. If  you have questions, 

contact the Cherokee Indian Hospital 

HR department at 828-497-9163.  

These positions will close February 8, 

2018 at 4:00pm. Indian preference 

does apply.  2/8pd

CHEROKEE INDIAN HOSPITAL 
AUTHORITY has the following 
jobs available:
Optometrist  

Physician- Emergency Room

Pedodontist  

Masters Level Therapist- Snowbird 

Residential Treatment Center (2 

positions)

Part Time Regular Registered Nurse 

- Snowbird Residential Treatment 

Center     

RN – Tsali Care Center (2  Positions) 

Emergency Hire RN – Inpatient 

Emergency Hire Dental Assistant II 

(2 Positions)

       To apply, visit careers.cherokee-

hospital.org. If  you have questions, 

contact the Cherokee Indian Hospital 

HR department at 828-497-9163.  

These positions are open until filled.  

Indian preference does apply. 2/1pd

LEGAL NOTICES

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 17-70

In the Matter of  the Estate of
Arnessa Littlejohn Wilnoty

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of  the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Frances L. Littlejohn, P.O. Box 33, 
Cherokee, NC. 2/1pd

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 17-76

In the Matter of  the Estate of
David Lamar Wachacha

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 

from their recovery.
       Debtors of  the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Gail Wachacha, P.O. Box 1028, 
Cherokee, NC. 2/1pd

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File No. EST 17-74

In the Matter of  the Estate of
Joseph Saunooke Sr.

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of  the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Joseph Saunooke Sr., P.O. Box 847, 
Cherokee, NC 28719. 2/1pd

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 17-078
In the Matter of  the Estate of

Ronald Garfield Lambert
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of  the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION

Garfield Burnett Lambert, P. O. Box 
150, Cherokee, NC. 2/1pd

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
The Cherokee Court

Cherokee, North Carolina
Estate File Nos.: EST 13-014; EST 

13-027; 
EST 13-032; EST 13-035; EST 

13-036 
In the Matter of  the Estates of: 

Randolph Scott Pheasant (d. 
1/8/2013);

James Willard Smith (d. 
3/19/2013);

Rose Ann Driver (d. 1/1/2013);
David Norman Watty (d. 

3/27/2013); and
Wesley Driver (d. 3/7/2013)

       All persons, firms, or corpora-
tions having outstanding claims or 
interest in these estates are hereby 
notified of  a hearing to settle the 
above named estates at the follow-
ing date and time or be barred from 
making any further claims against 
the estate.
EBCI Justice Center
February 22, 2017 at 1:30pm
2/8pd

NOTICE
       The Cherokee Fire Depart-
ment is proposing the adoption of  
administrative rules pursuant to 
Cherokee Code (C.C.) 143-10 and 
150-4.  These rules are proposed to 
establish reasonable civil fines for 
violations of  the Fire Prevention 
Code, adopted as Tribal law pursu-
ant to C.C. 143-6 and 143-10(b).  
Written comments may be mailed 
to the Cherokee Fire Department at 
Attn: Charles Bryson, 825 Ac-
quoni Road, Cherokee NC 28719 
or emailed to charbrys@nc-cher-
okee.com.  The period for public 
comment is 20 days from the 
publication of  this notice.  A public 
hearing on the proposed rules will 

cherokee one feather/na tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of feb. 1-7, 2018 29



                                                                                                            cherokee one feather/na tsalagi soquo ugidahli, week of feb. 1-7, 201830

be held on February 21, 2018 
at 5:00 PM, at the Cherokee Fire 
Department, 825 Acquoni Road, 
Cherokee NC 28719. 2/8pd

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 18-003
In the Matter of  the Estate of

Roberta Ann Davis
       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of  the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Robert Isaac Welch, 11 Tom 
George Rd., Whittier, NC  28789. 
(828)736-8866. 2/22pd

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
Cherokee, North Carolina

Estate File No. EST 18-005

In the Matter of  the Estate of
Lorenza Dwight Walkingstick

       All persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against this 
estate are notified to exhibit them 
to the fiduciary(s) listed on or 
before the date listed or be barred 
from their recovery.
       Debtors of  the decedent are 
asked to make immediate payment 
to the appointed fiduciary(s) listed 
below.
Date to submit claims:  90 DAYS 
FROM DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION
Patricia Smith Walkingstick, 439 
Black Oak Cove Road, Candler, NC 
28715. (828)736-8866. 2/22pd

BIDS, RFPs, etc. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
FOR 

Investigative Services
       The Eastern Band of  Chero-
kee Indians (EBCI) Tribal Council 
invites qualified individuals or firms 
to submit investigation services 
proposals. The proposal’s purpose 
is to conduct an investigation to 

ensure “compliance with policies, 
plans, procedures, law and regula-
tions” regarding a settlement.
       The EBCI Tribal Council will 
consider any and all proposals from 
qualified and experienced individ-
uals or firms to provide investiga-
tion services. Applicants must be 
licensed by the North Carolina Pri-
vate Protective Services Board and 
in good standing with the North 
Carolina Private Protective Services 
Board at the time of  submitting 
their application for consideration.
Proposal Submission:
       The EBCI Tribal Council invites 
qualified individuals or firms to 
submit a proposal that meets the 
requirement described and the 
proposal must be received no later 
than 3:00 P.M. Friday, February 2, 
2018. Please submit your inquiry 
to: carowest@nc-cherokee.com 
with the subject line: Investigative 
Services RFP.
       This Request for Proposal does 
not commit EBCI Tribal Council 
to award a contract or to pay any 
costs incurred in the prepara-
tion of  a proposal in response to 
this request. EBCI Tribal Council 
reserves the sole and exclusive 
right to accept the proposal that it 
considers to be in its best interest 
of  the EBCI Tribal Council and its 
needs. Selection of  the individual or 
firm is at the sole discretion of  the 
EBCI Tribal Council. All materials 
submitted to EBCI Tribal Council 
by individuals or firms in response 
to this RFP become EBCI Tribal 
Council’s sole property and will be 
used at its discretion and shall not 
be returned to any successful or 
unsuccessful applicant unless the 
applicant identifies any trademarks 
or patents that protect products 
submitted. 
       Thank you for your interest in 
working with the Eastern Band of  

Cherokee Indians Tribal Council.
Adam Wachacha, Chairman
Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Council
2/1pd

Advertisement for Request for 
Proposal

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
Housing and Community 

Development Division
756 Acquoni Road 

Cherokee, North Carolina 28719
Phone: (828) 359-6903

Project Title: Fisher Branch Duplex
The Eastern Band of  Cherokee 
Indians is requesting proposals for 
interested Licensed General Con-
tractors for a multi-family housing 
project. The EBCI is looking to build 
2 duplexes (4 individual units) on 
approximately 0.8 acres in the 
Birdtown Community. 
       All interested parties should 
submit proposals on this project to 
the Housing & Community Devel-
opment no later than February 
23rd, 2018 at 4:00PM. Proposals 
should be submitted in a sealed en-
velope clearly marked RFP#2018-
1 Fisher Branch Duplex. 
       Proposals can be sent by U.S. 
Mail to Housing & Community 
Development, P.O. Box 455 Chero-
kee, NC 28719 or by Carrier to 756 
Acquoni Road. Attention: Thomas 
(T.W.) Saunooke. 
       If  claiming Indian Preference, 
please include a copy of  TERO Cer-
tification. 
       Full RFP Requirement can be 
requested through the Housing & 
Community Development, Housing 
Production Program. If  you have 
any questions or comments, please 
contact Thomas (T.W.) Saunooke at 
office: (828) 359-6903, cell: (828) 
788-4824 or thomsaun@nc-cher-
okee.com. 2/8pd



Cherokee Indians Tribal Council.
Adam Wachacha, Chairman
Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians 
Tribal Council
2/1pd

Advertisement for Request for 
Proposal

Eastern Band of  Cherokee Indians
Housing and Community 

Development Division
756 Acquoni Road 

Cherokee, North Carolina 28719
Phone: (828) 359-6903

Project Title: Fisher Branch Duplex
The Eastern Band of  Cherokee 
Indians is requesting proposals for 
interested Licensed General Con-
tractors for a multi-family housing 
project. The EBCI is looking to build 
2 duplexes (4 individual units) on 
approximately 0.8 acres in the 
Birdtown Community. 
       All interested parties should 
submit proposals on this project to 
the Housing & Community Devel-
opment no later than February 
23rd, 2018 at 4:00PM. Proposals 
should be submitted in a sealed en-
velope clearly marked RFP#2018-
1 Fisher Branch Duplex. 
       Proposals can be sent by U.S. 
Mail to Housing & Community 
Development, P.O. Box 455 Chero-
kee, NC 28719 or by Carrier to 756 
Acquoni Road. Attention: Thomas 
(T.W.) Saunooke. 
       If  claiming Indian Preference, 
please include a copy of  TERO Cer-
tification. 
       Full RFP Requirement can be 
requested through the Housing & 
Community Development, Housing 
Production Program. If  you have 
any questions or comments, please 
contact Thomas (T.W.) Saunooke at 
office: (828) 359-6903, cell: (828) 
788-4824 or thomsaun@nc-cher-
okee.com. 2/8pd
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