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CHEROKEE COUNCIL HOUSE
CHEROKEE, NORTH CAROLINA

Date: APR 01 2021

ORDINANCE NO.: L’ 38 (2021)

An ordinance establishing a time limit
on overnight camping.

the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians is duly authorized to establish and regulate the
possession and use of its land under its sovereign powers as a federally recognized
Indian Tribe: and

Chapter 47B of the Cherokee Code governs Tribal land and interests therein. and
C.C. § 47B-11 sets out the conditions under which it is permissible to camp and
picnic on Tribal land; and

prolonged and extended overnight camping contributes to problems involving
littering, poor sanitation, public safety, and environmental concerns; and

to be good stewards of Tribal land and to protect the health and safety of the
community, the Tribe should place reasonable limits on the number of consecutive
nights that individuals and visitors may camp overnight on Tribal land: and

C.C. § 47B-11 is hereby amended to reflect the policy that prolonged overnight
camping on Tribal land is prohibited.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Tribal Council of the Eastern Band of Cherokee

Indians, in council assembled at which a quorum is present, that C.C. § 47B-11,
governing camping on Tribal land. is amended as follows:

Sec. 47B-11. — Camping and picnicking.

(a) Camping and picnicking shall be restricted to designated areas on the Cherokee Indian
Reservation. Camping and picnicking shall be limited to those areas specifically provided
by the Tribe for such purposes or to such campground and picnic areas operated as
commercial businesses by Tribal members or leasehold tenants.

(b) Camping is prohibited on the Oconaluftee Island Park and its parking areas.

(¢) Itis unlawful to camp for more than thirty (30) consecutive nights at any location on Tribal
land. No camper may remain in a campground area for more than thirty (30) consecutive

nights unless the camper is owned by the owner/operator of the campground. Commercial

businesses may not allow individuals to camp for more than thirty (30) consecutive nights.
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(d) b} The Cherokee Police Department shall advise all persons camping or picnicking in an
unauthorized area that they are violating a Tribal ordinance and direct them to an
authorized area for such activities. Violation of this section shall be a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine not to exceed $2.000.00.

BE IT FINALLY ORDAINED, that all ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with this ordinance
are rescinded, and this ordinance shall become effective upon ratification by the
Principal Chief.

Submitted by Principal Chief Richard G. Sneed
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